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11 November, 1999

Commemorative Plaque Sub-Committee SYDNEY DIVISION
The Institution of Engineers Australia

Engineering House

11 National Circuit

BARTON ACT 2600

Dear Sir/Madam,

RE: NOMINATON HISTORIC ENGINEERING MARKER
BELMORE BASIN
WOLLONGONG HARBOUR

Enclosed for consideration is a nomination for Belmore Basin at Wollongong Harbour.

The owner has been notified of the nomination and has indicated that the application is
supported and will permit the placing of a plaque.

The nomination is in photocopy form at this stage, however a copy with photographs will
be forwarded when all copies of original photos are available from Wollongong City
Library.

The site is fully accessible in a public reserve.

Yours faithfully,

Don Cottee

CHAIRMAN
ENGINEERING HERITAGE COMMITTEE

WHHCFPOI\GROUPS\DCottee\Inst of Engineering - Nomination.doc

118 Aifred Street, PO Box 138 Milsons Point NSW 1565 Phone (02) 8923 7100 (02) 9929 8544 Fax (02) 9956 7670
Web Page: http:/fwww.ieaust.org.au Email: CONTACT_SYDNEY@eol.ieaust.org.au



£
-~
2
B
S~

I - a, £
T & S /2N
NS -

A

i Y
] N .
.! L™
e n
A H .
" Fale 8 Chains to an Fch
e s s gt . o 5
vT ) M I - X X —
‘

i
! :
i
|
i
|
. [
A
b ]
e L. [ IS - 3 - -
A K rowre St
O K e T BN AT BT Y T MR RS TR T
-~ : ' : ‘A
3 Y
- .
) 2. A ‘L N b
- ;- B mrs e i e T
o € g =
. | ‘7‘__; [ A A S ) 7~~‘ :“»
o - CVorkel
7—*—*1 TEET A ..'i RURWF TR
- g.-ﬂ.ux&d Pleec i3
, - B { =3
) Ve i B
¥ L egE 2
b T vV N B '+
2 P
L ! !
. g i I R
T W LSk . i
[ S Y-S S -
4 &\. | ”«é oo o Lt
Doialrgvanas 4

T Btk o
..... a7

-

SITE OF WOLLONGONG HAR
. BASIN 1834

BELMO




Nomination — Historic Engineering Marker Belmore Basin - Wollongong

, 1
¢ >
) /’1 )

10.

13.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

24.

¢ LT
O oo

NDEX )

Front Piece - Site of Wollongong Harbour
from Map of 1834

[

Index
Wollongong First Harbour Basin is built 2

Wollongong Harbour — 16" June 1839 g
Drawn Capt Westmacott

Sketch of Wollongong Basin showing the portion of rock which requires removing -
Statement of Significance i
The Construction of Belmore Basin e’
Photos Construction of Basin

Belmore Basin — 1881 showing location of Loading Staiths and Tramway Sidings

Belmore Basin & Surroundings Today — Photographs of Site

Parish Map (Part of Town of Wollongong) showing the Tramways

Belmore Basin — frém current Management Plan

Chronology of Harbour Development

Bibliography



o o, £ B e (7{»%" wee |

+ J

WOLLONGONG’S FIRST HARBOUR BASIN IS BUIL'T

Captain [ Latter Lieut.Col | Géorge Barney, who is remembered for his civil
engineering work in New South Wales, was instructed in February , 1837 by
Governor Bourke to carry out the harbour works at Wollongong A basin with a pier
forming its northern side was substituted for the breakwater proposed in the 1834
plan.Later in the year about 300 convicts, accompanied by a guard of soldiers under
Captain Plunkett were sent down to construct the basin. The convicts were housed in
a stockade whish they erected on Wollongong Head. This headland cotinued to be
known as Stockade Point until a Flagstaff was erected thereon when it was called
Flagstaff Point or Flagstaff Hill and in later years Signal Hill. There is also a Flagstaff
Hill at Unanderra on which there was once a flagstaff used to relay the signals from
Wollongong. By this means the folk of the district became aware of the shipping
movements and were thus able to have their produce at the harbour in good time for
shipment. '
Work commenced on the basin on December 18" 1837 and a writer in **The Sydney
Monitor’ of May 23" ,1838, who had visited Wollongong in the steamer ‘William the
Fourth’ , said the progress of the work was “highly creditable to the directing officer.”
He gave the dimensions of the proposed basin as 100 ft. long, 35 ft. breadth, and 14 ft.
deep, and explained that the larger blocks of stone excavated from the Basin were
deposited on the Pier and the rest of the spoil ‘carted by the gangs to form a marine
road round the sandy head of the bay which leads from the town to the intended
dock’. Apparently , after construction commenced it was decided to increase the
dimensions of the Basin, presumably to cater for the increasing trade of the port
beyond that anticipated in the original design . Dr. George Underwood Alley in an
article contributed to “The Sydney Morning Herald’ of December 16", 1841 said “Its
dimensions are, from the point of the pier to the bank of the basin 300 feet; and from
the same point across 350; the basin itself is 350 feet broad at its base. .. .at high tide
there will be 14 feet of water in the basin and eight feet at low tide.” These
measurements are consistent with those of the existing portions of the first basin and
pier. The correspondent said that the first stone was laid by Mr. Cronin, the
Superintendent of the work, on May 23™.1839, and went to say: ‘The pier is very
neatly faced with cut stone and is finished in very workman like manner’. In referring
to the work associated with the project, Dr. Alley said- '
‘The excavation of the basin through solid and intensely hard rock was most
laborious, nor was the damming against such a force and constant pressure of
water an easy matter ;’twas no schoolboy work; nor was the laying of the
foundation of the pier , nor adjusting the facings with cut stone by means of
the diving bell a light or unlaborious task .’

Dr. Alley prophesied:-
‘Wollongong will not always remain a mere commercial entrepot, or port for
export of agricultural produce only; it has the means within itself of becoming

a manufacturing town .’

On April 9 th , 1842, © The Sydney Morning Herald’ reported;




* The second or outer dam, necessary to complete the excavating ot the basin

of Wollongong Harbour, is within a few days of being completed,
when the tide at low water will be under command, the remaining work will

be comparatively light and not so precarious.’

A correspondent to ‘Sydney Moming Herald’ of November 25" 1844 wrote;-

“The harbour at Wollongong may now be considered completed.
The house in the stockade have now been sold by the Government;
That occupied by Major Macpherson and subsequently Captain Ramsbottom
Was purchased by Dr. Cox for Nine Pounds and Fifteen Shillings.It is
intended to be transferred to an allotment at Kiama’.
The work on the pier, the basin and its approaches took almost seven years to
complete and cost in the vicinity of 3500 pounds.
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WOLLONGONG HARBOUR
16th June 1839

v.u. vt oYL L

3 sk ap g e
ARG > IOV N

NIRRT

~L

Yo 'A'/n//!)':[‘[ = S ¥

aga EHRTAOTIFECT

@ 2

£ zye4 &
IY)u/.waa...:ﬁbou?n?u
‘R ones .\t\Nlul\ .,A\\

<™
.

M-

rap a5 P PORSLESR 4
&

|




AP IGY SRS P MY YIPP D B4t B) 265 ps W20 20552 ) 5w poy @yt

D, Sy

Bz

o e

ha-wuabﬁ\v» .‘lww:&b ¢ YDsgprt Posrt fD 08 2ap020f @ yp

Bersacrige cpf gar3gy Lo oterfosecsfg s+ So 1p03 k(0

{cozwevy

113y 00° D291 J03RENVI,
FualmetI0g B0 BIVUOST

WW.J

-.w\m:u LP IDJILI Bp 4D potsd W )

-

X Krasgry
30 1vacan Swijvedesa P

Byley wocida;
ot

IR

e




Nomination — Historic Engineering Marker Belmore Basin - Wollongong

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Does the object have a high degree of technical and/or creative excellence?

Belmore Basin is a fine example of a Victorian harbour. The construction of the harbour is
characterised by stone seawalls and retaining walls which remain intact and in very good
condition today.

The construction was a major civil work of the time and was to be useful as a port for coal
traffic for 70 years.

The harbour and the associated material handling systems with the two tramways to the area
facilitated the economic take-off and the development of the industrial base of Wollongong.

The site remains a focus of community life in Wollongong.

Has it a strong social significance?

The immediate area is strongly linked to the establishment and growth of Wollongong.
Wollongong is located a relatively short distance from Sydney, however being located on a
narrow coastal plain flanked on the west by a steep and rugged escarpment was not served by

an adequate or satisfactory road system.

The difficulties with the terrain saw the relatively late provision of land based infrastructure
for the area’s proximity to Sydney.

From the earliest times of the cedar getters and the development of rural industry, the present
site was of focus of community life and the developing economy.

The area today is a site of environmental significance and has a strong association with the
local community.

Does it demonstrate a way of life, taste, custom, process or function of particular
interest?

The mineral wealth (coal) of the area was identified from early reports of exploration of the
area.

The fortunes of the development of Wollongong is reflected in the progressive development of
the harbour area and the construction of Belmore Basin.

The construction of Belmore Basin and its associated tramways and material handling systems
permitted the economic take-off of the area as a coal and coke producer.

Belmore Basin was also important in providing improved communications and the further
development of rural and mining industries.
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Has it a strong association with important people and with a development or a cultural
phase?

The site of Wollongong Harbour is important as the works covered out in the area represent
the meeting of needs for a growing community from the earliest settlement of the area.

The progressive developments under two colonial engineers demonstrate the evolution of
colonial construction methods.
THE ENGINEERS

= Captain George Barney: Construction of the original basin: 1837 — 1844
100 ft x 35 ft x 14 ft deep. Works carried out by convict labour.

=  Mr E O Moriarty: Engineer in Chief of Harbours and Rivers —
Belmore Basin 1861 - 1868

DEVELOPMENT OF THE COAL INDUSTRY

= (Captain Shoubert: Mt Keira Colliery, first opened in the southern coal field of NSW and
first coal to be delivered to Wollongong Harbour.

Has it Landscape, townscape or environmental value, and in particular, has it a
considerable degree of unity in its material, form and scale?

The basin walls and retaining walls are constructed from material on the site — constructed as
an industrial harbour, today has pleasing aesthetics which are highly valued for recreation
purposes and the commercial fishing fleet.

Is it enhanced by its setting? Does it contribute to its setting?

The Belmore Basin is home for the local fishing fleet. The stone walls and quayside areas and
points of elevation originally established for rail haulage of coal provides an appreciation of
the current function of the area and the magnitude of the original works in its time. The value
of the site is reflected in its current interpretation and use. The site is classified by the
National Trust and is listed on the National Estate.

_ It is a particularly fine example of its type?

It is a good example of a work of its type and is one of the few sites where the original works
remain intact. The argued construction was a major state work in its time.

Has it original integrity or has it been extensively modified?

The site has its original integrity. Minor items such as the associated loading stocks and
tramways have been removed.
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bes it represent an important stage in development which influenced latter
levelopments?

‘he site facilitated the industrial take-off of Wollongong. The area continued to prosper and
Belmore Basin was significant until larger facilities were requested.

Does it demonstrate technological change?
Belmore Basin was developed as part of a mineral (coal) handling system. Its size saw it
utilised for 70 years and the associated tramways and loading stocks greatly increased

productivity over earlier manual handling of materials.

Belmore Basin is a fine example of a colonial coastal work.
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THE CONSTRUCTION OF BELMORE BASIN

 IMPROVED HARBOUR FACILITIES ARE COMMENCED

Wollongong’s coal industry though in its infancy was making itself felt in the trade of the port,
and in response to a petition of the inhabitants to the Governmnet for improved harbour
facilities, Sir William Denison, the then Governor-General, accompanied by Mr E O Moriarty,
the Engineer in Chief for Harbours and Rivers, came to Wollongong in July, 1858 to attend to
this matter. At this time, the depth of water in the old basin was 9 ft but due to the incomplete
removal of the coffer dam used in connection with the construction of the basin, some of the
remains of the dam at the entrance reduced the depth to only 5°16”. There were mooring
chains across the harbour mouth and anchorage was unsafe. These mooring chains were
affixed to stanchions let into the rocks on the western side of the harbour, and the remains of
these stanchions are still visible today. In January 1859, plans and estates for additional
harbour accommodation, prepared by Mr Moriarty, were approved, and £26,892 was voted
toward deepening to 10 ft of the old basin, the formation of a new basin opening into the
existing one, and the formation of a breakwater for the protection of the outer roadstead. The
new basin was to be 300 ft long, 102 ft wide, and 10 ft deep at low tide, and the stone
excavated used for the formation of a breakwater. “Works of this character and magnitude
were somewhat new to the colony” and though tenders were invited twice, on the first
occasion in December 1860, no satisfactory offer was obtained. As the Government could not
get the work done under one contract, it reluctantly had recourse to a system of smaller
contracts for labour only, the Government providing the necessary plant. Work on the project
commenced in August 1861 when the steamer “Kembla” brought down the necessary plant.

WORK ON THE NEW BASIN PROGRESS

During the progress of the harbour works, it became apparent that the original plans would
prove inadequate “so rapid and wholly unprecedented had been the growth of the trade of the
district, particularly the coal trade.” Accordingly, the Government had to broaden its ideas of
the port’s requirements to meet the expansion in trade. In 1864, Parliament voted an
additional £5,000 for increasing the size of the Basin from 300 ft by 201 ft, to 455 ft by 153 ft,
and £3,000 for the construction of three high level staiths and railway connections from the
staiths to the lines of the Mount Keira and Mount Pleasant Coal Mines. The staiths were
platforms on the bank adjacent to the basin, elevated so as to empty the contents of the coal
hoppers by means of chutes into the ships® holds. Because of the exclusion of vessels from the
old basin during the excavation of the new basin, temporary wharf accommodation had to be
provided in the form of a timber jetty 550 ft in length. Hitherto, coal had been sent to Sydney
in small vessels for purposes of transhipment to foreign ports, and to meet the berthing
requirements of larger ships having deeper draught, Parliament was asked, in 1866, for
£10,000 for deepening the basin to 18 ft. However, the inner basin only was deepened to 18 ft
and the other basin to 14 ft at low water or spring tides. There is in existence an excellent
photograph of the basin in construction, showing the coffer dam in position.

When completed in 1868, there were three staiths capable of loading 3000 tons of coal per day
and there was 1748 feet of wharf frontage “enough for about 15 vessels”, and the area of the
two basins 3 acres.
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COUNTESS OF BELMORE NAMES THE BASIN

After taking seven years to construct at cost of £44,892 the new basin was opened on Tuesday,
6™ October, 1868, and this was one of the great events in the history of Wollongong. A special
reporter for the “Sydney Morning Herald” emphasised that “Three great events — the
Governor’s visit, the Races, and the opening of the harbour coming together, created a most
unusual commotion in the picturesque little town of Wollongong. The streets were thronged
with visitors from the country and the public houses hung out signals of festivity in the shape
of many-coloured banners”.

On Monday, in the afternoon, His Excellency the Right Honourable Somerset Richard Lowry-
Corry, Earl of Belmore, accompanied by the Countess of Belmore, Commodore Lambert,

Mrs Lambert, and Captain Beresford were met at the foot of Plunkett’s Hill with a large body
of equestrians who escorted the party to Queen’s Hotel in Market Square. The Vice Regal
party had travelled overland and the meeting place, Plunkett’s Hill, today is the hill in
Corrimal on which the Church of St Columbkille’s stands, on the western side of Princes
Highway with the cemetery and the Public School on the opposite side.

About 10 o’clock in the evening, the Government steamer Thetis arrived with other important
persons, including Hon James Byrnes, Minister for Works; Mr E O Moriarty, Engineer in
Chief of Harbours and Rivers; Mr J Whitton, Engineer in Chief of Railways and Mr Bennett,
Engineer of Roads. The Steamer “Hunter” arrived from Sydney about 5 a.m. on the morning
of the great day “with a multitude of visitors”. The other vessels in port on the occasion were
Chr. George, Comet, Uncle Tom, Rebecca, Little Pet, Spray, Nowra,, Hirondelle, Lurline and
Lady of the Latke.

The official party embarked on the Thetis and the Hunter took on as many passengers as could
be carried. The two vessels steamed half a mile or so toward the Five Islands, then returned to
the Basin. Thetis glided to her berth and Lady Belmore named the basin “Belmore Basin” by
breaking a bottle of champagne on the bow of the ship. A luncheon followed at the Brighton
Hotel with Mr Charles Throsby Smith, Mayor of Wollongong, as Chairman. Speeches were
indulged in and after the function the Vice Regal party set off by road for Kiama. On the
following day, the 7", the Governor returned to Wollongong and held a levee at the Queen’s
Hotel.

Although the Basin was officially opened on October 6™, 1868, it was in use somewhat prior
to this. Robert Houslar, the Officer in Charge of Wollongong Pilot Station at the time made

this laconic entry in his Journal on the day of the historic event - “New Harbour opened by
the Thetis”.

Races were held on the three days, Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday, on a course near Tom
Thumb Lagoon, and very little work could have been done in Wollongong during the
festivities because the coal ships did not commence to leave until the races were over. The
winners may be ascertained on reference to the files of the “Sydney Morning Herald”.
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It is worthwhile now to look at a few figures to gain some idea of the volume of trade passing
thorough the Port about this time. In 1867, coal exports, exclusive of bunker coal, amounted
to 23,538 tons, but in 1868, the year in which the new harbour works were opened, the
tonnage advanced to 31, 443. Ten years later, in 1878, the tonnage had all but trebled to
92.546. During the six months to October, 1868, an average of 68 vessels were cleared each
month, or 17 weekly, and during the later three months 29 different ships made in all 199
visits. The steamers Hunter, Kembla, Kiama and Illlalong were the most frequent visitors in
that order, and the remainder of the ships were mostly schooners and ketches. At this time, the
_ steamers were catering for the passenger and general trade, while the sailing ships were
mainly engaged in catrying coal.
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PHOTO 1

Construction of Belmore Basin

Looking West
Showing Temporary Levee (Timber & Rock)




Construction of Belmore Basin

Looking West

Showing Temporary Levee (Timber & Rock)
Basin Floor partly cut down
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PHOTO 3

Construction of Belmore Basin
Showing - Stone Retaining Wall Construction
- De-watering Pump on left
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Breakwater Lighthouse — Pivot Point of Crane Site of Former

“T” Wharf




Formation — Mt. Pleasant Tramway, near Harbour
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Photo Records of Site 1999

Belmore Basin Looking Fast — Showing Retaining Walls and Headstocks of
Former Loading Staiths




Loading Staith — Headstock & Retaining Wall Details
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HISTORIC ENGINEERING MAR
CHRONOLOGY OF HAR

INSTITUTION OF ENGINEERS-NOMINATION
ER-BELMORE BASIN

BOUR DEVELOPMENT

1833

1834

3/3/1834

Dec 1837
1839

12/5/1839

23/5/1839
21/11/1840
13/7/1841

1841

27/1/1842
11/2/1842
29/11/1843

8/3/1844
11/3/1845

Ship builder John Cunningham had 1 acre on the south side of
Wollongong Harbour. It was used as a shipbuilders yard with

his cottage on site. When the harbour works were in progress

in the early 1840’s a blast is said to have destroyed Cunningham’s
house [Shaw].

Plan for Town of Wollongong laid out by T.L.Mitchell with the
boundaries of Crown, Keira, Smith and Harbour Streets.

Harbour or bight is being neglected,ballast thrown in; cedar shipped
out [S.M.H.][At a latter date this ballast formed the foundation for the
breakwater].

First Harbour Improvements commenced, first stone was laid by the
Superintendent of works Mr. Cremin , a stonemason 23/5/1839
Harbour completed 1842 [Jervis] 300 convicts were employed on
Harbour works and housed on Flagstaff Point . [Gardiner-Cremin]
Mooring chains were laid in Wollongong Harbour during construction
to allow vessels up to 300 tons lie in safety. Years latter a second lot of
mooring chains was affixed to stanchions let into the rocks on the
western side of the harbour, the remains are visible today.[Shaw].

At the harbour. .. .. the jetty is about 50 yards long with 50 yards to be
; there is an excellent store of local stone which will serve to make
better breakwater. The harbour is being constructed to Major Barney’s
plan but will need to be extended in about 5-7 years, cost estimate
10,000 pounds. [Illawarra Diary of Lady Jane Franklin 10-17 May
1839]. :

Wollongong Steam Co. buys steamer Maitland , for regular service
[TA]

Steam Co. raises fares Sydney-Wollongong, small settlers determined
to travel by land.[TA].

Breakwater approaching completion , steam boat for Sydney to run
twice weekly. [TA]

Boat steamer William IV ;left wharf in Sydney at 8 pm ammived
Wollongong at 5 am , 9 hours, a fast passage [ sometimes 15 hours ]
steamer anchored off the beach and passengers landed in boats-ladies
and children were carried ashore by crew. Prisoners were excavating
the basin coffer dam to hold back the sea

[1M 9/10/1888].

[llawarra Steam Navigation [ISNC] formed at schoolhouse 5,000
pounds in 5 pound shares.[SMH].

ISNC offered steamer to assist trade carried out by five small coasters
[SMH]

Harbour — 300 pounds on supplementary estimates completion of basin
[SMH]

Six vessels in Wollongong Harbour taking cargo. [SMH]

Governor visits district with party including Darke, Government
Surveyor , to examine breakwater and to determine best pass down the
Mountain at Bulli. [SMH]

¥



19/11/1861
28/8/1863

24/1/1865
1865

30/11/1866

7/12/1866
9/10/1868

1869

3/6/1870
12/7/1870

2/8/1870
Late 1871

1873

1875
14/6/1878
19/7/1878
10/10/1878
23/1/1879
6/5/1879

27/6/1879
3/8/1879

HISTORIC ENGINEERING MAR

INSTITUTION OF ENGINEERS-NOMINATION
ER-BELMORE BASIN

Gang on strike for 8 shillings per day , offered 7 shillings but being

paid 6 shillings.[IM]

Harbour works at standstill. [IM]

Harbour works 1n progress. New basin being built. [IM]

Belmore Basin Free harbour . In 1865 tonnage dues- used by Hunter

Coomerang, Kiama, Kembla Star of the Evening and lllawong. Sailers
were Catherine Agnes, Christopher George, Catherine and Centurion.
Sailers... ... all took coal. Tonnage dues discontinued 1873 [IM
14/6/1890]

Wollongong Harbour basin ; coffer dam ready-basin to be pumped

out . [IM]

Harbour works delayed. [TM] '

Earl Belmore visits to open harbour- called Belmore Basin, on Monday
5 th October 1868. Original basin excavated by prisoners, [convicts] in
Gov. Gipps’ time. [IM]6/10/1868

Lady Belmore broke a bottle of champagne on the bow of government
Steamer Thetis and named the basin. [Gardiner-Garden]

Breakwater built- Wollongong Harbour| Breakwater on which light

house is sited]. B Rogers

Lighthouse preparations being made for erection by Anderson [IM]
Government steamer ‘Thetis’ arrives at Wollongong Harbour with

Mortarty, Engineer of Harbours, to select site of lighthouse. [IM]
Breakwater lighthouse- foundations laid in concrete. [IM]

The breakwater lighthouse in Wollongong Harbour was completed

. The tower , which is 42 feet high was constructed of ¥ inch boiler
plate and the illuminating apparatus was originally lit by acetylene and
showed a fixed light’visible from the deck of a steamer about 12 miles’
[officially 10 nautical miles in clear weather]. [Shaw]

Tonnage dues discontinued. Pilotage, harbour and light rates then
commenced and still in force. [IM 1890]

William Ahern and James Osbourne establish Coke Works near
harbour.

Mount Keira Railway line and sleepers being laid to take locomotives- .
iron rails to be used- wagons 6 tons each. [IM]

Steam tug sought Wollongong .[IM]

Steam tug wanted to tow colliers out of harbour. [W A]

Mount Keira railway, locomotives arrive from Sydney-expect new era
at Wollongong. [W A]

Keira and Kembla locomotives for Mount Keira fitted up. [IM]

Wharf : waiting room wanted because of rain | mud. [IM]

Harbour works: permanent railway beside Belmore Basin and on
towards Pulpit Rock. [IM]
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INSTITUTEION OF ENGINEERS-NOMINATION

HISTORIC ENGINEERING MARKER-BELMORE BASIN

Two locomotives installed on Mount Keira railway to haul coal trucks
to harbour-Captain Osbourne’s property. [WA]

Norfolk Island pines planted on Brighton Lawn

New Tee Jetty to be built between old pier head and lighthouse byJ K.
Taylor. [IM]

Increasing traffic of the Port required the addition of a Tee Jetty which
was equipped with a crane operated steam winch and vertical boiler.
The crane column was mounted on a substantial concrete base which
still remains. The timber jetty has been demolished. A masonry sea
wall was constructed to protect the railway to the jetty and a stone in
the wall is inscribed ‘erected 1881°. The wall is 12 feet high and runs
from near the breakwater to the cliff. A rubble embankment once
connected it to Pulpit Rock. Another 12 feet wall was built between
Pulpit Rock and the base of the cliff. Both the 12 ft walls still stand in
good condition. [Gardiner ~Garden]

Steam Cranes begin to operate at Belmore Basin. [IM] ‘
Wollongong Harbour- need to accommodate large vessels- militates
against coal trade. [IM]

Steam tug for Wollongong Harbour-tenders called for. [WA]
lllawarra Steam Navigation co. [ISCN] served Wollongong and
southern ports to Eden-use Wollongong coal. [WA]

New crane on new jetty at lighthouse tested. [IM]

Harbour — tug tender accepted. [WA]

Tug dispatch a steamer — 30 horsepower to be stationed in
Wollongong. [WA]

Kurrara new steamer collier for Mount Keira trade arrived from
Cardiff. Kanahooka, sister ship, expected soon.[WA]

Kanahooka built in Rotterdam for Osbourne —~Wallsend colliery,
arrived in Port Jackson. [WA]

M.H.Moriarty assistant engineer for Harbours and Rivers, seeks to
rebuild the old coke works which has been idle many years. [WA]
Two mines produce 1000 tons a day at Wollongeng. “Untold mineral
wealth wealth was still undeveloped in our mountains , with the event
of the railway and adequate harbour accommodation industries of
every description would spring into birth” said William Hobson.[IM]
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The
Institution
¢ Local Histery Librarian of ggggé%egﬁa
ollongong City Library
rked Bag 802 SYDNEY DIVISION

‘OUTH COAST MC NSW 2521

ear Sir/Madam,

The Australian Historic Engineering Plaquing Programme
Nomination of Belmore Basin Wollongong

The Institution of Engineers, Australia established the Australian Engineering Plaquing
Programme to acknowledge past engineering achievements and to draw public attention to
significant contributions they have made to society and the engineers responsible.

The Engineering Heritage Committee of the Institution of Engineers Sydney Division is
preparing a nomination for Belmore Basin.

The Institution is seeking consent of Wollongong City Council to place a plaque on
Belmore Basin Wollongong.

In preparing the proposal document I wish to use some illustrations held in your archives at
Wollongong City Library. Copies of the proposal are transmitted to the owner, the

National Committee on Engineering Heritage, and the library at the Institution’s office in
Canberra.

To finalise the preparation of the document I seek permission to use the following material:
(Photocopies have been attached for ease of identification).

PO 4589.jpg Wollongong Harbour, Harbours and Shipping Cranes

PO 4591 .jpg Wollongong Harbour, Harbours, Ships and Shipping

PO 2776.jpg Wollongong Harbour Wollongong Gaol, Harbour Street,
Cliff Road, Wharves, Ships and Shipping

PO 6413.jpg Wollongong Harbour, Harbours, Ships and Shipping

PO 2770.jpg Wollongong Harbour, Belmore Basin, Building and Construction,
Coal Transport, Railways ‘

PO 2767 jpg Wollongong Harbour, Coal Transport, Railways

PO 2769 jpg Wollongong Harbour, Belmore basin, Building and Construction
Bustle Farm House

PO 4621.jpg Wollongong Harbour, Harbours, Belmore Basin,
Building and Construction Smiths Hill

PO 4579.jpg Wollongong Harbour, Harbours, Coal Transport, Railways,
Ships and Shipping

118 Alfred Street, PO Box 138 Milsons Point NSW 1565 Phone (02) 8923 7100 (02) 9929 8544 Fax (02) 9956 7670
Neb Page: hitp://www.ieaust.org.au Email: CONTACT_SYDNEY@eol.ieaust.org.au



PO 4612.jpg Wollongong Harbour
PO 2764.jpg Wollongong Harbour

Additionally I would like to purchase copies of the photographs for preparation of
the nomination document.

 Contact details:  Don Cottee

Manager Public Works & Infrastructure
Hunters Hill Council

PO Box 21

HUNTERS HILL NSW 2110

Phone: (02) 9879 9401
Fax:  (02) 9809 7338

Yours faithfully,

Don Cottee
CHAIRMAN
ENGINEERING HERITAGE COMMITTEE

GADCottee\Wollongong Library - The Aust. Engiinnering Plaquing Prog.doc
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Coal loading at Belmore Basin with dual gauge railway beneath staithes
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1887,1880-1890
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16 November 1999

Mr Don Cottee

Manages Public Works & Infrastructure
Hunters Hill Council

PO Box 21

HUNTERS HILL NSW 2110

N L)

CHUM i, L s

T 8 NOV 1999

: [ SUALEERRA S

Dear Mr Cottee

NOMINATION FOR HISTORIC ENGINEER }
File N°: P3605 PR 14798-03 '
Our Ref: VASTR

KER

1 refer to your lewer 2 November 1999 regarding placement of plague ro recognise
the engineeting works associated with Belmore Basin.

As T indicated in our recent telephone conversation the majority of the engineering
wotks at Belmore Basin are on Crown Land controlled by various state government
depariments and authorities. Council has no objection in principle to a plague being
placed on an existing pliath on the Council parkland adjacent to Belmore Basin. -

Once the Institute has determined a preferred location could you please forward the
detalls 1o enable formal endorsement of the proposal. The proposed plaquing
ceremony arrangements should be {orwarded to the Office of the Lord Mayor in the
first instance to ensure the appropriate participation by Local Government
representatives.

M‘-W%(é’ g

// 4,.”—,';'4."? ' o - %@‘ AL C;.\.{ L (_"\'%ﬁ%’gj\
// D 2 ERST
7 =

Andrew Stratford ‘

Assistant Manager Civy Pagles ,
Wollongong City Council e
Piret Line (02) 4227 7230 7,20

\eatiey
Ao 1007

‘ O] A2 T 4D

G S MdLasy
el SRS s AR
41 Burelli Stecot Wollengong  Luckod Bag 8871 South Coast Mail Contee NSW 2571 DX: 27811 Watlonpeng Court

Volce: (0714227 1131 Fesc: (02) 4227 1277 TTY. (02) 4227 6388
Lmall: councll@wollongeng.nrw.gov.au Web: htp//wwwwoliongung.hsw.gov.au
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2. Chrmiulﬁgicai History of Belmore Basin Conservation Area

2.1 List of abbreviations for references

M Tllawarra Mercury.

WA Wollongong Argus.

WAdv Wollongong Advertiser

SMH Sydney Moming Herald.

SCT South Coast Times.

TA The Australian.

GG Gardiner-Garden C.W., Port of Wollongong, Illawarra Historical Society, Wollongon
1975.

Shaw Compiled by Shaw, Hilda J., 200 Facts about Historic Illawarra. Tlawarra Historical
Society, 1970.

Jand J Jones and Jones, Conservation Plan for T. S. Albatross, Comer Cliff Road and Harbc
Street, Wollongong.(Old Court House).

Palmer Compiled by Palmer, John., The Corfu Lifebuoy History of North Wollongong Surf]

Saving Club 1908-1996.
Fleming '69  Brighton Beach Wollongong, Ilawarra Hlstoncal Society, 1969.

HpP Hlawarra Historical Publications.
HS Tllawarra Historical Society 1989.
WCL Wollongong City Library, Local History Room:-Maps and Photos; Cuttings Boxes -

Defences, Beaches, Swimming Baths, Wollongong Harbour and Environs.
M Organ Michael Organ, Local Historian & Archivist.
B Rogers Brian Rogers, various publications.

2.2 Chronological History

Pre 1815 Prior to white settlement the Wollongong Harbour area was an important camp site for tl
local Aboriginal community, evidence of which is a large midden. (M Organ)

1815 Dr Charles Throsby, two cattlemen and two aboriginal guldes drove cattle from Throsby’s fi

in Liverpool. They built a stockman’s hut near the fresh water lagoon (at the junction of Harbour a
Smith Streets, just south of the Study area).

1829 Military detachment from Red Point (Port Kembla) was relocated to the Boat Harbour, whic
the little bay (Brighton Beach) north of Wollongong Head (Flagstaff Point). (Fleming)

1829 Brick bond store (Waterloo Stores / Brighton Stores) the first commercial building in the dis
later became Brighton Hotel. (M Organ)

1831 "The Beach", Brighton Beach was the seat of authority in the Government settlement. The

Paulsgrove diarist of 1833 refers to visits to "The Beach' with the inference that they were eXCUTISio:
the centre of social life. (Fleming '69)

1831 The cutters Bee and Fanny of approximately 14-30 tons were trading to Wollongong dischas
their cargoes, principally cedar, in the sheltered bay off Brighton Beach. (Fleming '69)
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1 1833 Ship builder John Cunningham had 1 acre on the south side of Wollongong Harbour. Tt was used
a5 a shipbuilder's yard with his cottage on the site. When the harbour works were in progress in the
early 1840's a blast is said to have destroyed Cunningham's house. (Shaw)

1834 Plan for Town of Wollongong laid out by T.L. Mitchell with the boundaries of Crown, Keira
_ §mith and Harbour Streets.

14/11/1834 Court House. Watch House contract awarded to George Brown (TA)

9/12/1834 Court House plans became available. (T A)

3/3/1834 Harbour or Bight is being neglected, ballast thrown in; cedar shipped out. (SMH) (At a later
 date this ballast formed the foundation for the breakwater.)

Dec. 1837 First harbour improvements commenced, first stone was laid by the superintendent of works
~ Mr Cremin, a stonemason 23/5/1839. Harbour completed 1842 (Jervis) 300 convicts were employed
on harbour works and housed on Flagstaff Point. (Gardiner - Garden)

1839 Mooring chains were laid in Wollongong Harbour during construction to allow vessels up to 300
tons to lie in safety. Years later a second lot of mooring chains was affixed to stanchions let into the
rocks on the western side of the harbour, the remains of which are visible today (Shaw)

12/5/1839 At the harbour ...the jetty is about 50 yards long with about 50 yards to be added; there is
an excellent store of local stone which will serve to make the breakwater. The harbour is being
constructed according to Major Barney's plan but will need to be extended in about 5-7 years, cost
estimate 10,000 pounds. Two bathing places on the bench of rock under the tongue of land - one for
ladies with a hut erected by officers of the stockade prior to Capt. Plunkett, another over the cliff in a
snug, shallow place for the men. The barracks and huts of the prisoners are on top of the tongue of
land (pretty views of town and mountains). There are about 115 convicts, 30 troops of the 80th
Regiment with Capt. Rait as commandant. The men are lodged in wooden "boxes" forming the side of
a square, 24 in each, no windows only bars above doors to admit light and air. Mattresses only given
to the sick. Men are locked in at night (and at time of this visit). The commanding officer lives 2 miles
away at an earlier stockade. The tongue of land was the only part of Mr Smith's land accepted by
(General)Sir Richard Bourke. (Illawarra Diary of Lady Jane Franklin 10-17 May 1839)

23/5/1839 Wollongong Steam Co. buys steamer Maitland, for regular service. (T A)

14/9/1839 Lt Col George Barney R.E. wrote a letter to Inspector General of fortifications in England,
advocating permanent defences to protect Wollongong Harbour.(Greg Scott)

21/11/1840 Steam Co. raised fares Sydney-Wollongong, small settlers determined to travel by land. (T
Ay

1840 Wollongong was prosperous, two steamers, 1o jetty; stockade erected on narrow neck of land
projecting south of Wollongong, hundreds of prisoners excavate basin solid rock for vessels; soldiers
and sentries guarded. Governor Bourke called the place "Brighton of NSW". Capt Plunkett was police
magistrate. Market Square was in centre of the town, stocks stood in the centre of the square. (Jas
Gormley MLC, IM 4/2/1916) (NB - Westmacott Plan 1839 shows small passenger jetty in western
end of Brighton Beach) - Franklin. (M Organ).
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1850's During Crimean War, fear of Russian expansion into Northern pacific, forced military .
authorities in Sydney to send two 64 pound muzzle loader cannons of "Waterloo vintage". These were

placed facing northwards on Flagstaff Hill. A militia was recruited and trained to man these guns. (G.
Scott)

1854 Black Swan Hotel licence, comer of Harbour and CHff Road. Licensee William May Hovell.
8/10/1855 The first edition of the "MMawarra Mercury"; it became a daily paper in 1950. (Shaw)

1856 Advertisement by Edward Johnson for The Brighton Hotel, formerly the Black Swan, the only

one with frontage to the sea and first nearest the wharf; good stabling, saddle horses and carriages for
hire. (Fleming)

24/3/1856 Wollongong harbour: 2 steamers Kiama and Ilawarra called whilst 4 sailing vessels were
wind bound in the harbour with passengers for Kiama. Elizabeth Cohen, Mary Jane, Sarah and Chase

bound for Sydney from Shoalhaven. Ann of Shoathaven left Wednesday after lying for a few days wind
bound.(IM)

26/5/1856 Public baths wanted. Exports from Wollongong: 222 kegs butter, poultry, horses, pigs, 37
bundles of cabbage tree, bacon, grain, flour, (IM)

20/10/1856 Public baths proposed (IM)

2/12/1856 Baths erected among rocks, Flagstaff Hill. Ladies bathe with a sentinel posted. Repair of
small building to proceed, for use by ladies and children (IM 1/12/56)
Court House is in a broken down condition (IM)

1856 Wooden pier built at Wollongong harbour to accommodate rapidly increasing traffic. (BR)

1856 James Shoobert sold Mount Keira coal mine to Henry Osborne.

5/1/1857 "E. Johnson of Brighton Hotel will "launch” bathing machine so that persons can enjoy the
luxury of sea bathing in comfort and at all states of the tide ... bathe with safety and privacy. The
want of the latter is an inconvenience much experienced by the ladies hitherto, the other bathing places
being so exposed as to render publicity unavoidable unless they can command the services of a vigilant
guardian. ".Single baths 1 shilling, children half price. The machine the "Mermaid", was 10 feet long, 5

feet 6 inches wide and was fitted with seats and was situated on Brighton beach opposite the hotel, but
it had a short life for some reason.(IM) (Shaw)

16/2/1857 Temple of Justice is tottering, tenders called to replace it. (IM)( This refers to the 1834
Court House built on the Government Reserve, facing Harbour Street.)

23/3/1857 New Court House- plans amended- 2000 pounds to be spent - "Elevation shows a pediment
front supported by four stone columns with circular headed arches.” The Court Room is to be 33 feet
by 20 feet to be erected on the corner paddock opposite Brighton Hotel facing the harbour.(IM)

1/2/1858 The new sandstone Court House was taken over by magistrates. (IM)(The old building was
subsequently demolished. (Gardiner-Garden)

8/2/1858 Full description of Court House. Opened.(IM)

Final report Page 11 © Hutten 1997




Meredith Hutton Historical Archaeologist Heritage Consultant Tel: 042 85 5701

3/7/1841 Breakwater approaching completion, steam boat for Sydney to run twice weekly. (T A)

1841 Boat steamer William IV: left wharfin Sydney at 8 pm arrived Wollongong 5 am, 9 hours, a fast
 passage (sometimes 15 hours.) steamer anchored off the beach and passengers landed in boats - ladies

_ and children were carried ashore by crew. Prisoners were excavating the basin with coffer dam to hold
back the sea. (1M 9/10/1888)

‘ 1841 Census NSW records the population of the Town of Wollongong at 831, only 64 people aged

45 and older, 168 bomn in colony 377 arrived free, 483 were Church of England, Mlawarra Region
population was 4,018.

3/1/1842 Wollongong bathing house and baths being completed by private subscription , original

 subscribers had one year gratuitously, new subscribers 5 shillings per quarter, families over 3 for 15
shillings. Tickets from Mr Davidson, Post Office, Wollongong.(SMH)

3/1/1842 Ladies Bath now complete. Convict labour used, situated immediately under Gipps Point
with palisading erected around the brow to intercept all view from above. Three bathing rooms under
one roof; weatherboard and shingled and furnished with the usual appliances. (SMH)

27/1/1842 Tlawarra Steam Navigation Co.
shares. (S M H)

|
|
|

(ISNC) formed at schoolhouse 5,000 pounds in 5 pound

11/2/1842 ISNC offered steamer to assist shipping trade carried on by five small coasters. (S M H)
29/11/1843 Harbour - 300 pounds on supplementary estimates Completion of Basin. (S M H)
8/3/1844 Six vessels in Wollongong harbour taking cargo. (SMH)

1/4/1844 Coasting vessels to run twice weekly. (S M H)

11/3/1845 Governor visits district with party including Darke, Government Surveyor, to examine
breakwater and to determine the best pass down the mountain at Bulli (SMHB)

6/6/1845 Steamer wanted for butter etc.(S M H)

9/6/1845 ....6-8 hours to Sydney costs not covered. (SMH)

18/2/1846 Steamer resumes(S M H)

1848 Mount Keira colliery opened by Captain Shoubert (sic) the first in the southern Coalfield of NSW
Coal was loaded into ox drawn carts at the mine and taken to a depot on Mount Keira Road then horse

drawn carts were used to deliver coal to customers and through the streets to Wollongong Harbour.
(Eardley)

10/9/1849 Mount Keira coal introduced to Wollongong 27/8/1849. A procession followed the carts to
the wharf where the coal was loaded onto the steamer William IV.(SMH)

19/1/1851 Steamers Sophia Jane and Maitland had been running to Wollongong for years(S M H)

1853 Osborne -Wallsend Coal Mines Act applied for authorisation for construction of a tramway
between the mine and Wollongong Harbour (Gov't Gazette Index )
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18/2/1858 Otago schooner 100 tons loaded in basin and sailed out on high tide. William IV loaded

with coal for Shoalhaven. Severa] ips loaded with coal but some had to await high tide prior sailing
out.(IM)

11/3/1858 ...ladies enjoying facilities under the Flagstaff Point for inestimable luxury of sea bathing
...... prowler caused fright.....(TM)

22/4/1858 To seek enlargement of harbour. (VD)

13/5/1858 Plan prepared by pilot(TM)
Osborme -Wallsend coal Company formed to raise 50,000 pounds to build a tramway. (Eardley)

31/5/1858 Mount Keira tramway - Osborne will petition parliament for permission to build from

Osborne-Wallsend mines to cliff near pilot's house at Wollongong. to be brought along Smith Street
across Harbour Street - about 3 miles, (IM)

28/6/1858 Wollongong Harbour. Mooring chains 180 fathoms long were fixed.(IM) (NB post on may
- 1885)

18/6/1858 Enlargement of harbour sought by harbour committee. (I

22/7/1858 Deputation to Secretary for Lands seeking enlargement of Wollongong Harbour. (IM)
13/10/1859 Petition with draft Bill to Parliament in which Osborne- Wallsend Colliery owners sought
to have the land compulsorily vested in them for the construction of a tramway, east of Flinders Street
(Princes Highway)to the Harbour. Charles Throsby Smith's second wife and children owned this land

and resisted selling it thus bisecting their area. They considered a 99 year lease then a 50 year lease

then a 25 year lease which was deemed to be too short a period by the colliery partners to build a rail
line. (THSB 11/1979 E. Beale )

15/12/1859 Reports on the Tramway Draft Bill from Chief Commissioner of Railways and Engineer in
Chief for Harbours, considered by committee. (IHSB 11/1979 EB)

1859 "The Empire" Wollongong has 5 churches, several schools, nearly 300 houses. (IM 12/2/1909)
1859 Wellongong Gaol - demolished, the stone used in the cottages in Harbour Street. (Fleming)
1859 A tender (McBeath and Bloomfield) was accepted for the erection of a gaol at Wollongong
which was almost ready for tenanting by November; elegant appearance, six cells and if required

extensions easily made. Tt was immediately east of the old Court House (Drill Hall) facing Brighton

Beach. It stood until about 1920, some of the materials from the old gaol were used to build ten
cottages on the site. (Shaw)

6/1/1860 Coal trade 1859 Mount Keira 14,244 tons at Sydney 15,668 pounds. (IM)

13/1/1860 Wollongong Harbour - public meeting resolves petition to government re: enlargement. (1)

20/7/1860 Mount Keira tramway: Rixon and Humphreys tenders accepted - construction rapidly
proceeding to wharf. (IM)
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~ 26/10/1860 Tramway to wharf is being built. (IM)
26/7/1861 Wollongong Harbour works begun. (IM)

17/8/1861 Meeting at Court House to petition Government to install telegraph to south coast. George
Waring in chair. (IM)

19/11/1861 Gang on strike for 8 shillings per day, offered 7 shillings but being paid 6 shillings. (IM)
11/12/1861 From "Empire"- harbour improvements (IM)

6/5/1862 Telegraph line being cleared down Bulli mountain. (IM)

11/11/1862 Public baths wanted. (IM)

28/8/1863 Harbour works at standstill. (TM)

1863 Mount Pleasant Coal and Iron Mining Co. Ltd

24/1/1865 Harbour works in progress. New basin being built. (M)

1865 Belmore Basin Free harbour. In 1865 tonnage dues - used by Hunter, Coomerang, Kiama,
Kembla, Star of the Evening and Illawong. Sailers were Catherine Agnes, Christopher George,
Catherine and Centurion. Sailers......all took coal. Tonnage dues discontinued 1873 (IM 14.6.1890)
6/7/1866 Customs box built by Mr Bloomfield. (PWD papers - Arxchives, NSW)

30/11/1866 Wollongong Harbour basin: coffer dam ready - basin to be pumped out. V(EVI)
7/12/1866 Harbour works delayed (IM)

9/10/1868 Earl Belmore visits to open harbour - called Belmore Basin, on Monday 5th October 1868.

Original basin excavated by prisoners' (convicts) labour in Gov. George Gipps' time. (IM) 6/10/1868

Lady Belmore broke a bottle of champagne on the bow of the government steamer Thetis and named
the Basin. (Gardiner-Garden)

2/2/1869 Bathing place - Establishment of separate bathing places for both sexes frequently brought
before public in Wollongong but enly tacitly understood that gentlemen bathers at point north of

harbour and ladies at an indentation under flagstaff or south of Flagstaff Point. "complaints ...Jack of
privacy...for ladies..." (IM) '

1869 Breakwater built - Wollongong Harbour (breakwater on which lighthouse sited). B Rogers
31/5/1870 Former Brighton Hotel is being used as a school (IM)
3/6/1870 Lighthouse preparations being made for erection by Anderson (M)

12/7/1870 Government steamer "Thetis" arrives at Wollongong Harbour with Moriarty, Engineer of
Harbours, to select site of lighthouse. (IM)

2/8/1870 Breakwater lighthouse - foundations laid in concrete (IM)
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25/11/1870 Bathers - People bathing in prohibited hours between 8 am - 7 pm will be prosecuted by
police. (IM)

late 1871 The breakwater lighthouse in Wollongong Harbour was completed. The tower, which is 42
feet high was constructed of 1/2 inch boiler plate and the illominating apparatus was originally kit by

acetylene gas and showed a fixed light "visible from the deck of a steamer about 12 miles” (officially 10
nautical miles in clear weather). (Shaw)

1873 Tonnage dues discontinued. Pilotage, harbour and light rates then commenced and still in force
(IM 1890)

1875 William Ahern and James Osboume establish Coke Works near harbour.

14/6/1878 Mount Keira Railway line and sleepers being laid to take locomotives - iron rails to be used
- wagons 6 tons each. (IM)

1878-1883 Lt. Colonel Peter Scratchley became Commissioner of Defences for all Australian Colonies
except Western Australia. He advocated that fixed fortifications with adequate protection for the
defenders be built and fitted with modern pieces of ordinance to protect the Australian coastline. Cost
cutting interfered with implementation of his plans. (G. Scott).

19/7/1878 Steam tug sought Wollongong (IM)
10/10/1878 Steam tug wanted to tow colliers out of harbour. (W A)

23/1/1879 Mount Keira railway: locomotives arrive from Sydney - expect new era at Wollongong. (W
A)

6/5/1879 Keira and Kembla locomotives for Mount Keira fitted up.(IM)

27/6/1879 Wharf: waiting room wanted because of rain, mud. (IM)

7/1879 SS Havilah landed three (or four) 68 pound smooth bore, muzzle loader cannons to reinforce
defences on Flagstaff Hill, a move prompted by renewed Russian scares. One of the old 64 pound.
guns was converted to a signal gun which was fired every day at 1 o'clock. The time was telegraphed
from Sydney and a signal at the old post office was lowered so that the gun could be fired. Regular

gunnery practice by local volunteers, led by Major McCabe, made them the crack company of the State.
(G. Scott)

3/8/1879 Harbour works: permanent railway beside Belmore Basin and on towards Pulpit Rock. (IM)

31/10/1879 Butter, test shipment sent by John Biggar to England on Chimborazo. Placed in ice house
on vessel. (IM)

27/11/1879 Two locomotives installed on Mount Keira raitway to haul coal trucks to harbour -
Captain Osbome's property. (W A)

1880's Norfolk Island pines planted on Brighton Lawn
16/1/1880 New Tee Jetty to be built between old pier head and lighthouse by J.K. Taylor. (IM)
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 Tee-Jetty

1880 Increasing traffic of the Port required the addition of a Tee J etty which was equipped with a
crane operated by a steam winch and vertical boiler. The crane column was mounted on a substantial
concrete base which still remains. The timber jetty has been demolished. A masonry sea wall was
constructed to protect the railway to the jetty and a stone in the wall is inscribed "Erected 1881". The
wall is 12 feet high and runs from near the commencement of the breakwater to the cliff. A rubble
embankment once connected it to Pulpit Rock. Another 12 feet wall was built between Pulpit Rock
and the base of the cliff. Both the 12 & walls still stand in good condition. (Gardiner-Garden) L.
18/3/1880 Water supply from behind Mount Keira being surveyed by M.H. Moriarty. Mount Keira
and Mount Pleasant coal lines have different gauges so a triple line system installed at harbour. (W A)

27/4/1880 Steam cranes begin to operate at Belmore Basin. (IM)

10/9/1880 Wollongong Harbour - need to accommodate large vessels - militates against coal trade.
(IM)

16/9/1880 Steam tug for Wollongong Harbour - tenders called for. (WA)

7/12/1880 The former Brighton Hotel sold at auction to JP Galvin of '"The Cricketers Arms' and
reopened until 1919.

12/12/1880 (WA) Residents and Wollongong Borough Council bitterly oppose a plan by the State
Government to build a Customs Facility on [Brighton] lawn. (M Organ)

7/1/1881 Subscriptions being collected for improvement of bathing place known as "Clarke's". (IM)

7/1/1881 Rock was removed from ladies baths, to make it 4 feet -7 feet at high tide. (IvD)
7/4/1881 Railway station sites being considered some favour Garden Hill - others "The Green". (W A)

12/12/1881 The Argus and the Borough Council bitterly opposed the NSW Government proposal to
put a small building on the Esplanade (Brighton Lawn) for use as a Customs House. The building was

built on the site of the current kiosk but relocated across Cliff Road to the Old Court House yard in
1887 when the court House opened.

10/3/1882 Milk for Sydney: shipped 150 gallons by steamer from Wollongong to Fresh Food and Ice
Co. Delivered in Sydney but some was a little sour. (ovD)

29/3/1882 Beach sand erosion by wind to be prevented, 1000 pounds on estimates, for Wollongong to
Tom Thumb foreshore. (W A)

1/6/1882 Tlawarra Steam Navigation Co, (ISNC) served Wollongong and southern ports to Eden - use
Wollongong coal. (W A)

1/6, 15/6/1882 Public meeting in council chamber to discuss site for a railway station. Resolved to
seek railway station at “The Green’ and bring as near to the harbour as possible. (W A)

2/6, 16/6, 30/6/1882 Public meetings ... resolves to ask for railway on west side of town and to
connect with harbour. Committee met. (IM)
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22/8/1882 New crané on new jetty at lighthouse tested. (IM)

1/9/1882 Brush fence prevent sand drift erected Flagstaff Hill to opposite Barella Street. (IM)
28/6/1883 Flagstaff Hill - fences to prevent sand encroachment erectéd. (W A)

15/8/1883 Harbour - tug tender accepted.(W A)

1/9/1883 Tug despatch a steamer - 30 horsepower to be stationed in Wollongong. (W A)

16/10/1883 The cat-o-nine-tails (or triangle) arrived from Sydney by steamer for flogging operations in

Wollongong gaol whenever it may be ordered by the bench. The warder will be the official to apply the
lash. (K I)

23/4/1884 Kurrara new steam collier for Mount Keira trade arrived from Cardiff Kanahooka, sister
ship, expected soon. (W A)

10/5/1884 Kanahooka built in Rotterdam for Osborne-Wallsend colliery, arrived in Port Jackson. (W
A) ‘

17/5/1884 M.H. Moriarty assistant engineer for Harbours and Rivers, seeks to rebuild the old coke
works which has been idle many years. (W A) '

30/8/1884 Civic reception on return home of William Beach at Belmore Basin - followed by a
procession through Wollongong and luncheon at Temperance hall. (IM)

10/1/1885 Harbour enlargement mooted. (W A)

22/1/1885 Correspondent Victor Mayne writes to urge permission for bathing at all hours "men with

the least sense of virtue and honour will not venture on the sacred precincts of the females' bathing
ground ...."

Men bathe at "Clarke's and women at Flagstaff Point. ()

3/6/1885 Meeting of residents petition Minister of Works to examine harbour with a view to
enlargement. Only takes vessels to 16 ft draught. Coal owners had to pay ton freight on coal sent to
Sydney for overseas because overseas ships could not call at Wollongong to load. (IM)

8/2/1885 Two mines produce 1000 tons per day at Wollongong. "Untold mineral wealth was still
undeveloped in our mountains, but with the advent of the railway and adequate harbour
accommodation industries of every description would spring into birth" said William Hobson. (IvVD)

1885 New and current Court House opened, its location illustrates the shift towards the Tllawarra
Railway and the decreased emphasis on the Wollongong Harbour as a focus for the town. The
sandstone Court House was converted to a Customs House. (Jones and Jones)

April 1885 William Beach world champion oarsman welcomed home to Wollongong and Dapto.
Arrived by steamer, Mayoral reception. (IV))

16/5/1885 Meeting urge government to defend Wollongong as it had done Newcastle and Sydney.
Wanted defence from Coal Cliff to Port Kembla. Wollongong third most important gateway to colony
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from outer world. Guns on Flagstaff Point useless as unprotected against enemy attack. Threatened
war England - Russia put off awhile. (IM)

15/6/1886 First carriages arrive by steamer and hauled up Mount Keira line to railway by Mount Keira
locomotive. (IIVI)

1887 Royal commissions in the 70's and 80's proposed fixed fortifications with adequate protection for
the defenders to be built. The Public Works Dept. (Military Works Branch) called for tenders to start
work on emplacements on Cliff Road. To save costs two older rifled muzzle-loaders RML were
installed and underground rooms built behind the parapet. (G. Scott)

mid 1880's Col P.H. Scratchley and Cdr Howard RN reported that enemy cruisers could steam off the
coast out of range of obsclete weapons and demand bunker coal from ports such as Newcastle and

Wollongong in return for not bombarding them. New defence plans had to be made. (28/6/1984
Yesteryear IM)

3/3/1887 Public meeting urges government to construct a loop line railway to Belmore Basin harbour.

15/3/1887 Deputation re: (IM)

30/6/1887 Customs House moves into (old Court House) near Harbour Street and new Court House
opens in Market Street. (IM)

25/8/1887 Williams of Harbours and Rivers Department inspects coastline seeking a suitable place for
Wollongong bathing. (IM)

30/8/1887 Bathing places - old bathing place under Flagstaff Point most suitable for ladies whilst old
"crude" bathing places "Clarke's Hole" and "Gibson's Hole" need enlarging to make suitable for men.
North of Mount Pleasant railway cutting near Stuart Park a site could be made. (IM)

17/11/1887 Ald. Wiley seeks secure local harbour trust for Wollongong. (IM)

13/12/1887 Proposed harbour improvement: channel 1.5 miles long from Wollongong harbour along
south foreshore to north-east corner Tom Thumb lagoon which will be developed into harbour with
railway extension to wharves from Wollongong. Map and plans as supplement to paper. (IM)

16/2/1888 Proposed loop line to wharf surveyed. (1)
13/3/1888 Committee preparing Bill Harbour Trust to submit te parliament. (IM)

26/4/1888 Interlocking points on colliery lines prevent coal trains running into government rail trains at
level crossings. (TVI)

9/10/1888 Wollongong - "Brighton of Australia". (IM)

20/11/1888 Public meeting resolves public baths necessary at Wollongong and to assist council obtain
money for work. (IVI)

11/12/1888 Young men bathing on rocks in afternoon - promenade on hilltop overlooks sea - ladies

like to walk and rest there but impossible. Bathing prohibited 10 am - 5 pm but crowds of men bathe
from 3 pm onwards. (TM)
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1888 Sydney Bomaderry Railway opened. (Fleming)
19/2/1889 Ladies bathing place to be rebuilt then gents. (M)

23/2/1889, 6/4/1889 Loop line - commissioners hope to purchase Mount Keira railway - bill in
Parliament. (IM)

21/3/1889 Coke works: land north of Belmore Basin some years ago James Osborne and W. Ahem
erected six coke ovens last year W. Ashley acquired and opened using waste from local collieries.

23/3/1889 Henry Parkes pressed by deputation to constitute Harbour Trust Committee. (m)

13/4/1889 Improvements to Ladies bathing place Flagstaff Point, ready for use. A wire rope stretched
across beyond which it is deeper than should be ventured by persons unable to swim. (D

8/6/1889 Sand drift works - iﬁépection by curator Botanic Gardens gives advice re: prevention. (IM)

29/6/1889 Harbour Trust Bill in Parliament. (W A) The Bill was drafted by W. Wiley and J. Biggar,
based on those in England, Victoria and New Zealand.( Hlustrated Sydney News ISN 30/8/1890)

16/7,20/7,277/7/1889 Harbour Trust Bill - Trust will get whole of racecourse and showground.
Mawarra Harbour and Land Comp Bill (IM)

28/9/1889 Harbour Trust Bill passed Parliament. (IM) Hence - Harbour Trust Act of NSW, the first of
the kind passed in NSW

2/10/1889 Harbour Trust Bill became law October 1. Canal proposed from Wollongong harbour to

Tom Thumb Lagoon. The harbour works were to have a progressive effect on the coal industry in
Mawarra.(W A)

29/10/1889 Harbour Trust - first commissioners named. (IM) Twelve commissioners in total, three of

which are selected by the Governor and the remainder by interests affected by the proposed docks.
(ISN 30/8/1890)

2/11/1889 Loop line being built (linked government railway with Mount Keira line). (W A)
23/11/1889 Deputation urges construction of harbour on Lake Ilawarra. (W A)

30/11/1889 Harbour Trust - first meeting. (IM)

3/1/1890 Wollongong Harbour Trust Building was the Market St. Post Office, now the Mlawarra
Historical Society Museum. (Gardiner-Garden)

11/1889 James Russell and Co., Sydney, secured the contract for the construction of an emplacement
at Flagstaff Hill. Cost was 3,235 pounds. (G. Scott)

7/12,10/12/1889 Gundlach and Reinz of Wollongong patent new electrical invention - electric light.
(v
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Author of 3 BTRMTNGHAM

tiarbour
{Town or District) BELMORE BASIN

Post Code 2500 Clty of
Wollongone SEA WALLS AND HEADLAND

foposl A.E. BRASSIL BEMORE BASIN LIGHT (CLASSIFIED (see attached map)
Date of : INDIVIDUALEY) :
prf;posa! JULY 1979 (Name or ldentification of Listing) _ | lAddress or Location)
’g;lqges!ed Bibliography ' Owner and Address

isti CLASSIFIED

Port of Wollongong, C.W. Gardiner
Committee  1pn Garden (Illawarra & District Hist.
{Trust Use) Society)

JDescription

1

it o,

| Council APPRO\;ED/CL

1
>
T,

{Trust Use)

14

Brieﬂl/ cover\the points on the following check list where they are relevant and within your know!edgé.

Siyla The original Wollongong Harbour basin, semi-circular, with a stone-faced pi

Construction  forming its northern side, was excavated from solid stone between 1837 and
2ihhmﬂs Cpt. Y. Barney, using convict labour, for a cost of i,3,500. A second piler

Builder/s timber, projecting from the south side of the basin was added in 1856, of w
Date of the stone steps in the eastern end of the structure are believed to be the
A Construction remains

Present :

Condition ~ Ihe plans, drawn up by Mr. Moriarty, for Belmore Basin were approved in 185
History it was built 1861-68. Cut out of the rock, it was increased during constru
Owners

B e by 47 metres more than originally planned to 140 metres, and averaged 3-4 &
of proposed 10 depth. It included three high-level staiths for loading coal from the ¥
listing Keira and Mount Pleasant collieries, cost < 44,892 and was officially opene
' October, 1868. Now, it is used as a terminal for the local fishing fleet,
operate from the Fisherman's Co-op Building on the south side of the basin.
The Wollongong Harbour Trust League drew up plans in 1889 for two breakwate
substantial land reclamation around the harbour but these were never realis
only 80 metres of breakwater north of Belmore Basin Light, and some evidenc
start made of the northern breakwater near to Pulpit Rock remains.

continued-overleaf:

Reasoqs for fisting

Wollopgong Harbour, with its coursed random stone retaining walls and massi
masonry sea walls, is the best remaining representative of the coastal port
of the latter half of the last century. Its haphazard development, first
serving the coal industries, then general cargo industries, and now the loc
fishing industry and general pleasure boating needs of Wclloagong, has rest
in a variety of structures, each at one time important in the development «
Wollongong, that now combine to create an attractive and interesting port :
that still has important commercial and recreational uses.

Sketch plan and photos
Attach additional photos
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WOLLONGONG HARBOUR -~ BELMORE BASIN continued:

A 3.7 metre high masonry sea wall, inscribed "ERECTED 1881" runs from near
the beginning of the breakwater to the base of the cliff and of two other,
walls, one 3.7 metres high, one 1.2 metres high, both made of rubble,
connecting the sea wall to Pulpit Rock and Puipit Rock to the hase of

the cliff, only the 3.7 metre one remains,

The "Tea Jetty" was built in 1880 for a crane operated by a steam winch
with a vertical boiler. It was of heavy timber, and the crane column was
built on a substantial concrete base. Demolished in the 1920's, the crane
column base remains in the water 40 metres from the shore. .

The Harbour Street Drill Hall nearby, (not included in this listing) RECORDED
by the Trust, was the Customs OFfice for Wollongong Harbour from 1885 ti1l
1901, when Commonwealth customs activities were transferred to Port Kembla,

The Belmore Basin Light, CLASSIFIED by the Trust, was installed in 1871-72
and is still in use. -
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THE NATIONAL TRUST OF AUSTRALIA %lTRALI A ( New South Wales ) |

(New South Wales)
. 17 5374
YOUR REF: R.1072/29 (,
With compliments = - , _ oy Lers®
) . LOCAL CUTTINGS FILE
Dear Sir, |  ATTENTION: MR. BRITTON

WOLLOKGONG HARBOUR: Belwmore Baslin, Sea Walls and leadland,
and Belmore Basin Lipght (CLASSIFIED INDIVIDUALLY)

I am pleased to inform you that the abovementioned property has been
included in the Trust's REGISTER. The REGISTER lists those buildings,
settlements and landscapes which in the Trust's opinion are important
parts of Australia's national heritage and which therefore require

particular care. An explanation of the Trust's listing system is
enclosed.

~ The abovementioned building has been CLASSIFIED in the REGISTER.  The
Trust believes that CLASSIFIED buildings are essential to the heritage
- of Australia and by listing them hopes to ensure their preservation.

It must be emphasised that the inclusion of a building in the REGISTER
does not mean that the Trust is wanting to purchase that building nor

does it mean that the owners will be expected to open that building
for public inspection.

Listing by the Trust does not have legal force. It is, however,
recognised as an authoritative statement of the historical and/or
architectural importance of a building, and by listing such buildings

in a REGISTER the Trust hopes to advise the public of the value of its
national heritage.

Enclosed is a report prepared in support of the Trust's: listlng and 1

would be pleased if you would advise me of any errors or significant
‘omissions.

»

Yours sincerely,

OPY
FOR INFORMATION

ORIGINAL ON FiLE_ Rt<0]2

*

c.c. Clity of Wollongong

copy oni- HIco[iis

encl. -




- s

\
Q)

HEW
WINCHOUSE

[ % PARSONS
% 3 BOAT REPAIR
“: '—;}‘_ WORKSHOP /

© LAUNCHING -
RAWp 3

S
>
o) fg“
YoLuwTEER & .
PATaGy

" 2g
SKA scours
BOATSHED .

ERIGHTON

e i et oy s 1 s et

FISNIMG FLEEY"
MooRINGS |

" BASE
EXISTING




HUM”_..MMMEP_QE (@ uonny YHPSRWN  L661 '9ed
eIl ol ded
$231N0S
gty gy T I
N&.\«MQQ\ N&é.ﬁg\ NVQQAD\&\ 7,%
77 \ . \J
\\r\.\: w\.mum m\@w %4 \&SNA‘: / V
soreoIUBIS
5301005
v R e A e AR
©3,029]
wobepcr o o o Jopd -
Can R
966/ FYLS VN D - ey P 7 I Qw.m &
\§T§ ™ - - hrog ]
w%mﬁ\\\ =2N8muﬂ 54\0\ y M / \Q\@wmowwu\m_hmm
. ‘ uonduosa(l
/
\‘\\Nwagx \.U\.Q.@\Sm\ D\%N\Q :\N\Q \QQ\WN Qxﬁ% \50 \Q‘wﬂ\n&&\q \\QQXD\COQ
UORIPUGD / 38N JUALIND
neg) 2 \3;3\ 57 \\-\AJ\ 7 ) uoRpPUOY / I8N JUBLIRY
o AT B \
* rappng / JouB1saq HORONNSUOD) JO 3R] ¢, 8l
% A , sopjing / J0uB1SaQ O e

1010 ‘4O ‘dFT ‘dFd (LN DH ‘DOHV - PPORuepl

Py e b

uonesoy

so08] R - oy 7Y

VOBV SWIeN] FSUL0,.1

1910 ‘4 ‘da ‘daY ‘LN ‘OF ‘OHY - Pognuepy -
82 af gy W

v g isfyd 0“7 s Buoomon S
R

uoneso] e
&




Q

uonny YHpaseW
1661 God

nH YUpIsN

1 ged

-1

i)
i

) o

$904005

5801N0S

g % \é%ﬁ@%

Q\v&. Waaw cald %ﬂﬂ -
' o S%N ’ / \x i F

. Nos\ *\\EW\\?Q %%N \LME \«v«m : %w bn\ cﬁ)\w?:% Aﬂé}.@g / N\HVOQNA?O“ \D X&«\\ﬁg

, oy s e vbap ey o i

vl G uradpp SR s - p 75 | P -

> oY Q\QW J \Vs\w Q@)q \_S\DQGNN\ : MN \\Q\S \é y \wx\w \Qd\\ vonduosed L

“SoueormuB) ' . .
s_assa. : v \Q& \\x\ \\\mt mﬂ.ﬁ v
, t%\xﬁ@.&o\\, \oom e f S\Qm - JoTpU0S / 957 JUALIND
Yo

- ] -50L9]
% n QQ\QND\ UOHIPUOD / ST JUALIND

898/~79 8l
| %&S\m&\ oF \%h \ o voRaNnNsuoQ J0 21Ed

i

7

\@8\\92 \Qmﬁéow &Ygg ‘sz 89-19%

ara
sopng / 19uBise I ot

~1oping / 2UBIS2Q

" R
ra’ﬂ”r/ﬂ CAMNANIAGEY

Tenaen
AR

0,
. d|0~ &

o0 (@00 ‘a1 ‘derd {AR)OH DHY - RINPlgeT] X

wrogl roug)  C Ry

uoneIo

S
o3uoll




Meredith Hutton Historical Archaeologist Heritage Consultant- Tel: 042 85 5701

The railway line that entered the Harbour at the basin level extended beyond the Basin, toward the
ortheast, to a shunting area where coal wagons could be re-directed along one of the three tracks

hich ran along the Central Spur and terminated at a turnstile. Two cranes were located between the
Basin edge and railway tracks.

Alternatively, the wagons could be pulled onto the timber Tee-Jetty, built in 1880. A steam crane with
a vertical boiler was mounted on a concrete base. The crane support column and concrete base survive
and are located south of the Breakwater Lighthouse, about 40 metres from the shore.

 The 1881 Sea Wall was built to prevent high waves from running into the Basin. The wall is
~ constructed from large stone blocks with mortar joints. It tapers toward the top and has a rounded
~ capping of concrete. The wall reaches up to 12 feet in height on the seaward side at its eastern end. It

~ ends abruptly, unfinished. The 1885 plan3! shows a 4 feet high stone rubble embankment extending
from this point, indirectly to Pulpit Rock.

The wall is considerably more weathered on the seaward side than on the sheltered harbour side. A
channel cut into the rock platform on the seaward side, may relate to the coke ovens and salt works.
There is a rounded alcove near the eastern end, on the Basin side. The inscription ‘Erected 1881’ date,
was just visible on a stone on the wall in 197532,

6.1.4 Discussion of Significance - Precinct

Historic; Associated with people and events, influential in the evolution of Wollongong and the

Tlawarra. Was the first Port / Jetty in the district and was associated with the introduction and
evolution of coastal shipping.

Aesthetic; Demonstrates convict construction work and is associated with the colonisation of NSW.
Demonstrates the importance of shipping in 19th century coastal NSW.

Social; The opening of Belmore Basin is recognised as a major event in the history of the district.

Scientific; Associated with the district’s first lighthouse which is one of only two cast iron lighthouses
in NSW.

Rarity; Belmore Basin is a rare survivor of major convict harbour construction and it is a rare survivor
of the numerous 19th century coastal shipping facilities in the Illawarra.

Representativeness; The Harbour represents the establishment of Wollongong and the evolution of the
town’s early commercial development.

Summary of Significance; Wollongong Harbour is where Wollongong was established. The harbour
was the gateway for people and commodities entering the town and in due course, for the export of the
district's produce to the Sydney market and is a fine example of a 19th century harbour. It is significant
as it was built by convict labourers and extended by contract workers as the project was considered too
large for the government of the day to undertake alone. . The harbour demonstrates the process of rapid
industrial development, to being the third largest port in the state, but unable to remain competitive due

31 Howard Commander., RN., Wollongong Harbour 1885 February - April., Lands Department
32 Gardiner - Garden., Port of Wollongong,, THS., 1975., p 40
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CALL NO MSS 402

TITLE Membership card of Wollongong Harbour Trust League
CONTENTS 1 card, mounted

FURTHER ACTION Image Library potential

DESCRIPTORS Harbours

MacCabe, Henry Osborne
Wiley, W
NOTES On loan
The League was formed in 1888 to press for the improvement of
harbour accommodation. The card shows an early suggestion for the
formation of an inner harbour by cutting a canal from Belmore Basin
into a deepened Tom Thumb Lagoon

DONOR On loan from Hlawarra Historical Society
ACCESS Normal copyright restrictions apply
PRELIMINARY 2/06/98

OK AS

TITLE Wollongong Harbour Trust records

CONTENTS Schedule of Commissioners, 1889-94 (Kingswood 6/5168). 1 vol
Commissioners minute book, 29 Nov 1889- 4 Sep 1890 (Kingswood
6/4679)
Register of vessels arrived at Wollongong Wharf, 2 Jan 1891 - 29
Nov 1895 (Kingswood 6/5174). 1 vol.
Daily record of cahs receipts, 1890-95 (Kingswood 6/5173). 1 vol.
DESCRIPTORS Wollongong Harbour Trust

NOTES These records are held at the Archives Authority of New South
Wales, Kingswood.

PRELIMINARY 1/2/99
OK M

CALL NO MSS 26
TITLE Wollongong in 1900

CONTENTS For full contents see Local Studies Card Catalogue under Wollongong
Harbour Trust
Includes : 9 page booklet; 3 page commentary (typescript)

DESCRIPTORS Wollongong
Wollongong Harbour Trust

DONOR On loan from Illawarra Historical Society
DATE RECEIVED 8 Apr 1981

ACCESS Normal copyright restrictions apply
PRELIMINARY 2/06/98

OK AS
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THE ILLAWARRA
A GUIDE TO THE INDUSTRIALISATION
AND PROVISION OF INFRASTRUCTURE

The notes provide description of the following sites;

1.

City to Botany Bay; Brief notes on Petrochemical Industry located on the northern side of Botany Bay.
Brief notes on alterations of shore line to provide arcas for Port Botany and
Kingsford Smith Airport.

Botany Bay to Georges River;
Via General Holmes Drive and Rocky Point Road;Notes on Captain Cook.
Bridge.

Description of route throt%gh Sutherland Shire. Notes on side tour to Captain Cook,s Landing Place at

Kernell.

Description of route Sutherland to Waterfall and Stanwell Park.

Notes on the Development of the South Coast Railway. Major civil works as may be observed from

Stanwell park.

Notes on Lawrence Hargrave.Aviation Pioneer- Site of Box kites experiments spirit caught today by

hang gliders at same location,

Notes on earliest coastal navigation and observation of coal seams in coastal sea cliffs.Locality known

today as Coalchff.

Stanwell Park to Wollongong Harbour.Notes on original road pass established over the escarpment to

Wollongong.

Wollongong Harbour; Notes on significance of site ;focus of early settlement and as a catalyst for

early trade and development of Coal Industry and Coke. Notes on self Guided Walking tour and

Reasons for listing under Institutiom,s Plaquing Program.

. Notes on development of heavy industry | Modern Steel Industry.
. Notes on the development of Port Kembla
. Side tour to Albion Park to site of Illawarra Light Rail Museum . Site of collection of transportation

items associated with the early industrialisation of the Hlawarra.

. Returnto Sydney on Princes Highway. Notes on work of Princes onlocation of highway route.
. Notes on the establishment of Mt Ousley Pass

. Notes onCordeaux Dam I Side tour optional.

. Notes on The Royal National Park.

17.

Note on Tom Ugley,s Briidge .
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PLANNING FRAMEWORK

5.1 PLANNING OBJECTIVES

The Draft Illawarra Regional Plan sets out basic objectives, principles and
policies for ports and harbours, and recreation and tourism, which are
relevant to preparation of a management plan for Belmore Basin. These basic
objectives, principles and policies are set out below.

5.1.1 Ports and Harbours

Objective
" Minimise conflict in the use and development of ports and harbours by
identifying their economic and functional role.

Principles and Policies
. recognise Wollongong Harbour as a harbour of regional significance for
the accommodation of fishing vessels, recreational craft, and tourism.

. recognise the need for a management plan to minimize use conflicts within
the harbour.

. ensure that proposed development has regard for maintaining the scale and
character of the harbour and for preserving all historjc buildings and
structures.

5.1.2 Recreation and Tourism

Objective

Manage the region's land and water resources so that there is a diversity
of choice in activity and location for the greatest number of people, while
ensuring that these resources are not used beyond their carrying capacity.

Principles and Policies
. manage Illawarra's resources to optimise their use.

. provide for forms of tourism within the region which will most benefit
the regional population and visitors.

5.2 PLANNING CONSTRAINTS AND PRIORITIES
5.2.1 Waterway Area

The estimated waterway area requirement of the existing and future Basin
users, from Table 4.2, is approximately 1.373 hectares. This is
considerably greater than the total waterway area of Belmore Basin of
approximately 1.024 hectares. The possibility of expanding the waterway
area of Belmore Basin by modifying the alignment of the Basin walls has
been previously examined (Reference 1), and has now been ruled out by
the Public Works Department for a number of reasons, including the
costs/benefits associated with the work and a recognition of the need to
maintain the scale and character of the Basin and to preserve items of
historical significance.

19
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r consideration as early as 1887.

OLLONGONG Harbour as we know
it today, a quiet and picturesque
haven for trawlers, fishing vessels and plea-
sure craft, provides a distinct contrast o
the busy activity which existed at the port
during the latter part of the last century.
It is rather diflicult to visualise it now as
having been once the largest and richest
sea trading centre on the South Coast of
New South Wales, second only to Sydney
and Newcastle as a port in the volume of
shipping handled each year.

~ The first settlement in the Wollongong
District took place in 1815. The heavily
timbered cedar forests and rich grazing
lands encouraged population of the area,
despite the fact that the rugged terrain to
the north and west hampered for many
years the construction of roads from
Sydney, which resulted in the district being
virtually isolated except for sea transport.
The earliest colonists referred to the settle-
ment as “Five Islands,” as these landmarks
were the most prominent feature of the
landscape to new arrivals. However, the
native name “Wollongong” was adopted
later, the meaning, according to records in

is not generally known that Wollongong was
first port at which a “Harbour Trust,” desig-
ed as such, was constituted in N.S.W. The
nt decision' by the Government of this State
_construct an inner basin at Port Kembla lends
rther interest to the early history of Wollongong
Jarbour, where a plan for basin works at the
ne site in Tom Thumb Lagoon was submitted

THE STATE'S FIRST HARBOUR TRUST
The Historic Port of Wollongong

E. B. STORM — Administrative Branch

the Mitchell Library, being “The Song of
the Sea.”

By the early 1830’s quite a number of
farms had been established around Wol-
longong, the larger holdings being worked
with convict labour. The comparatively
sheltered sand beach near the present port
was used as a loading point for the surplus
furm products and for the cedar which
grew so plentifully in the area. Small
sailing vessels, ranging from 14 to 30 tons,
were used to transport supplies from
Svdney to Wollongong and carry back the
local produce on the return trip, whilst
some of them traded interstate with various
commodities produced in the district.

The availability of abundant water and
rich pasture lands lent itself to the develop-
ment of the dairying industry rather than
the farming of agricultural produce, and
dairying later assumed a leading position
in the primary industries of the district.

For many years, the extremely bad roads,
which were little better than bush tracks,
presented a major problem to the com-
munity. In fact, unul 1884 the only access
by land to the district lay along the rough
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track from Appin to the foot of the moun-
tain range at Bulli, and it was not until
that year that a new route at the site now
known as Bulli Pass was surveyed and
formed by Captain Westmacott to give the
[llawarra District a reasonable road link
with Sydney. With such slow development
of access by road, emphasis was, of neces-
sity, placed on sea transport, without which
the Wollongong community would have
been unable to dispose of its products or
obtain supplies without great difficulty.
! In 1831 a small ship repair yard was
established near the present harbour site
| by a Mr. Cunningham. The “Sophia Jane”
i ot 156 tons, the first steamer to come to
t New South Wales, paid a visit to the port
| in 1834 and by 1839 the first regular steam-
' ship service for passengers and cargo be-
tween Sydney and Wollongong had been
I inaugurated with the ss. “Maitland.”
= Steady growth in the volume of shipping
using the port led to the preparation of
plans for the construction of a sheltered
harbour. The original design, prepared

- WOMINNER, ~
g

o -

R g Y s ai A ey

T e
et

WOLMNDO’IG.

UHOWH St gy

Pt Py e B S T TR =
L e G g, , )
PR “ZM" o Cacsay | g0 GUdG . N L A -
g T AW SOUN BRIGHT & g | o s Wit e S
" g i eI | e vor s TORE KLy NARCES YINAY, T T
- MRS row SRR + Boshag'lgr s ‘ Wedmesduy !
! iy ]l’ rOwn Birogy, * oskaaler s and s Stagigne, e, :n""“ J. 3[‘ DG gz, HARRY A_CRAVEN

: R . R et 1Y
™. g -
P b e, g, AmrokLe,

HEWLEYT BRgTHE
CROCERY
CROWN STREE
TR

A contemporary artist’s impression of Wollongong, published in the “Illustrated
Sydnevy News” of 15th October, 1887.

in 1834, for the construction of a break-
water to form a sheltered area for ship-
ping was abandoned and in 1837 approval
was given for a harbour in the form of a
basin to be cut into the rocky foreshore,
whilst the stone excavated from the basin
site was to be used to form a pier on the
northern side.

As the work proceeded, it became ap-
parent that the original design would
prove inadequate to cater lor the growing
demands of shipping, so rapid and unpre-
cedented had been the growth of the trade
of the district. Accordingly, the Govern-
ment found it necessary to review the
scheme and, in 1841 it was reported that
the dimensions of the basin were to be
extended. By November, 1814, it was
stated that “the harbour at Wollongong
might now be considered as completed.”
The work on. the pier, the basin and its
approaches to that stage of construction
had taken almost 7 years to complete at

an expenditure in the vicinity of £3,500.
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e advent of coal production in 1849
ed the beginning of an industry which
¢ occupied a dominant position in the
cities of the district and still plays an
rtant part in the wealth and pros-
ty of Wollongong. In April, 1857, a
nd colliery, the Osborne Wallsend coal
e, was opened a short distance from
Mt. Kiera workings and by September
hat year considerable quantities of coal
¢ being shipped to Sydney.
th the continued growth ol the coal
le, and the consequent increase in the
1ber of vessels using the Purt, a peti-
# was submitted to the Government by
| trade interests for the further im-
ovement of harbour facilities. Early in
59, plans were approved for the con-
uction of a new basin opening into the
iginal basin area and the building of a
eakwater for the protection ol the outer
adstead. The work, estimated to cost

97000 was of such magnitude that the
Government found it 1mpracticable to

cure one contract for the complete
cheme, and had to arrange a series of
mialler contracts for labour only, the neces-
sary plant being provided by the Govern-
ment. Work on the project commenced in
61 but once more the continued rapid
growth of shipping and trade made it
necessary to revise the plans which were
amended twice during the progress of the
work. In 1864 and 1866 additional sums of
£8,000 and £10,000 were voted by Parlia-
ment to increase the size of the basin,
provide greater depth of water and erect
elevated staiths for loading coal into
vessels.
When completed in 1868, the harbour
works provided more than 1,700 ft. ol
berthing frontage—enough for about 15

4 recent aerial photograph
of the Port of Wollongong.
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vessels in those days—with a total basin
area of about 8 acres and three coal staiths
capable of handling 3,000 tons of coal per
day. The official opening ceremony was
performed by the Governor, the Earl of
Belmore, and the main harbour works
were named Belmore Basin in honour of
his wife, the Countess of Belmore.

The rapid development of the coal export
trade gave the port of Wollongong an
increasing importance in the economy of
the State. By 1868, the year in which the
completed harbour works were opened, the
annual exports of coal had grown to more
than $1,000 tons, and 10 vears later had
almost trebled to more than 92,000 tons.
In 1867, the first cargo of coke to be
exported [rom Wollongong was shipped
in the “Lady Emma,” this consignment
being the forerunner of the great coke-
making industry which was established in
the Illawarra district.

Further harbour improvements in 1880
included the erection of a Tee-Jetty in the
outer harbour equipped with a steam crane
and rail connection to the lines from the
local coal mines, a sea wall of masonry to
provide shelter for vessels at this jetty,
and an additional coal staith at Belmore
Basin. Following these improvements, the
Port of Wollongong reached the peak of
its growth and importance, the annual
number and tonnage of ships using the
port being exceeded only by those at
Svdney and Newcastle. The pilot station
records for the vear 1885 show that 1,624
vessels were cleared through the port, an
average of 135 vessels per month. Con-
siderable tonnages of general imports and
exports were handled in addition to cargoes
of coal totalling almost 170,000 tons ex-
cluding bunkers. Exports from the district

By courtesy Mr. W. E. James




After a comparatively short life of only‘

years, the Wollongong Harbour . Trust
vis dissolved in 1895 at the Commissioners’
request and the Government once more
wsumed control of the harbour.

A harbour lighthouse on the breakwater
was erected in 1871 and the main Wollon-
gong lighthouse on the headland above the
port was built by the Commonwealth in
1937.

The construction of the railway from
vdney through Wollongong to Nowra and
he gradual development of the nearby
deepsea harbour ol Port Kembla led to

_the decline of Wollongong as a commercial
port. As far back as 1883 a jetty was con-
tructed at Red Point (now known as Port

Kembla) by the Mount Kembla Coal %

Oil Company and a railway was built from

the Company’s mine near Mount Kembla
to serve the jetty. Under the terms of the

Act of Parliament which authorised the
Company to construct this line, authority
was also given for a railway line to be built
from the mine to Wollongong Harbour,
but this work was not proceeded with. A
second jetty at Red Point was built by the
Southern Coal Company in 1887 and both
the jetties at this site had accommodation
for vessels of deeper draft than those which
were trading to Wollongong. At that time,
no one would have thought that the ship-
ping point at the site of the future Port
Kembla would develop ultimately into a
major deepsea port which would over-

port.

shadow the port of Wollongong and take
from it the coal trade which had originally
grown so strongly at the latter port.

Agitation continued for the provision
of a safe deepwater port to serve the south-
ern coalfields, and in 1895 the site at Red
Point was chosen for the construction ol
an artificial harbour. As the first shipping
facilities in this area had been built to
serve the Mount Kembla mine, the name
“Port Kembla” was adopted and in 1898
the Port Kembla Harbour Act was passed
to authorise the projected works.

It is of particular interest to record
that the inner basin which is about to be
constructed to provide additional sheltered
berthing areas at Port Kembla will occupy
roughly the site which was first proposed
as far back as 1887 for the construction of
a shipping basin connected with the port
of Wollongong.

Although Port Kembla has developed
to become the great industrial heart of the
South Coast area and the harbour there
provides facilities for all the interstate and
oversea trade of the local industries, Wol-
longong still remains the business, com-
mercial and administrative centre of the
Ilawarra district, having passed through
the early era of colonisation to become the
third largest city in the State of New South
Wales.

Acknowledgment is made to the paper on the Port of
Wollongong prepared by Mr. C. W. Gardiner-Garden from

which some items of information were drawn for inclusion
in this article.

ore Basin is now used almost exclusivelv as a fishing

Photos by courtesy N.S.W. Govt. Tourist Burcau.




included a substantial portion of the butter
supply for the Sydney area, the average
annual export at that time being more
than 1,500,000 ib.

One interesting item in the Pilot Station
log for the 13th June, 1889, gives a picture
of the volume of trade centred at Wol-
longong and reads “Harbour full — No
more could enter—Stand off signal up.”

The feeling was growing among resi-
dents of the district that some form of local
Authority would be preferable to deal with
the many problems associated with the
rapid growth of trade and shipping at the
Harbour. Following discussions conducted
by the Mayor, the Wollongong Harbour
Trust League was formed to advocate the
formation of a“Frust to control the port
and carry out further improvements, in-
cluding the provision of rail connection
with the main railway system and the
development of a deep water basin in Tom
Thumb Lagoon connected with Wollon-
gong Harbour by a canal more than 1 mile
in length. Representations were made to
the Government and in October, 1889, the
Wollongong Harbour Trust was inaugu-
rated by the passing of an Act empower-

Belmore Basin, Wollongong, here shown under construction, was completed in 1868. The
coffer dam can be seen in background.

ing the appointment of Commissioners to
control the existing harbour and to con-
struct “a convenient, safe and commodious
harbour” and to develop an extensive dock
or basin in Tom Thumb Lagoon con-
nected with the Harbour.

The Commissioners, who were appointed
to represent shipowners, traders, colliery
proprietors, local Municipal interests and
the Government, held their first meeting
in January, 1890. They decided to discard
the plan for a basin, and after seeking the
advice of Sir John Goode, C.E., an eminent
authority on harbour construction, decided
to form an enclosed harbour of 107 acres
by constructing two breakwaters and three
jetties to the north of Wollongong Head.
the whole scheme being estimated to cost
£537,000. Due to lack of finance the pro-
ject was abandoned and a start made with
a less ambitious proposal to build a break-
water north of the harbour light, but this
scheme was also dropped after about 80
yards had been constructed. Some pre-
liminary works near Pulpit Rock and the
short length of breakwater near the light-
house are the only remaining evidence of
projects carried out under the supervision
of the Trust.
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Tranquil Wollongong Was
Once a Busy Harbour

Wollongong Harbour as we know it today, a quiet and
picturesque haven for trawlers, fishing vessels and pleasure craft,
provides a distinct contrast to the busy activity which existed
at the port during the laiter part of the last century.

1t is rather difficult to visualise it cargo between Sydney and Wollon-
now as having been once the largest gong had been inaugurated with the
and richest sea trading centre on s.5. “Maitland.”
the South Coast of New South Wales, .
second only to Sydney and New- Steady growth in the volume of
castle in the volume of shipping sh1pp1ngt. usmgf thle porft le?h to the
preparation of plans tor ihe con-
handled each year- struction of a sheltered harbour. The
The first settlement in the Wol- original design, prepared in 1834,

longong District took place in 1815. for the construction of a break-
The heavily timbered cedar forests water to form a sheltered area for
and rich grazing lands encouraged shipping was abandoned and in 1837
population of the area, despite the approval was given for a harbour in
fact that the rugged terrain to the the form of a basin to be cut into
north and west hampered for many _the rocky foreshore, whilst the stone
years the construction of roads from excavated from the basin site was
Sydney, which resulted in the dis- to be used to form a pier on the

trict being virtually isolated except northern side.

for sea transport. The earliest .
colonists referred to the settlement As the work proceeded, it became
as “Five Islands,” as these Jand-  apparent that the original design
marks were the most prominent would prove inadequate to cater for
feature of the landscape to mew ar- the growing demands of shipping, S0
rivals. However, the native name rapid and unprecedented had been
«@ollongong” Was adopted later, th'e growth of the trade of the dis-
the meaning, according to records trict. Accordmgly, the Govgrnment
in the Mitchell Library, being “The found it necessary to review the
Song of the Sea.” scheme, and in 1§41 it was reported
that the dimensions of the basin
Small sailing vessels, ranging from were {0 be extended. By November,
14 to 30 tons, were used to transport 1844, it was stated that “the harbour
supplies from Sydney to Wollongong at Wollongong might now be con-
and carry back the local produce on sidered as completed.” o

the return trip. Ad ¢ Coal
veni o o

1t was not until 1889 that a route . .
; . The advent of coal production in
ot the site row Ynown ss Bl £ 1atp marken, the begnrng 1,
tain Westmacott to give the Illa- industry ~which later occupied 2
dominant position in the activities

Warra district a reasonable road link A .
: h of the district and still plays an
with Sydney. With such slow de- jmportant part in the wealth and

velopment of access by road, em- e .
L . prosperity of Wollongong. In April.
Shasy o of necesity. peced gn 6 scond collen, e S0,
i : allsend coal mine, was opene a
g;%lioziozﬁ)glec%?ng;;ﬁze vg;uitds I;ar‘;e short distance from the Mt. Kiera
. h e workings, and by September of that
ducts or f%btz;m supplies except with year considerable quantities of coal
great difficulty. were being shipped to Sydney.

Passenger Service Farly in 1859, plans were approved

. . for the construction of a new basin
w:? ti%;b?i S;?; nﬂig;p tffag reys?al;i opening into the original basin area
narbour site by a Mr Cunningham and the building of a breakwater
The “Sophia Jane” 0% 156 tons, thé for the protection of the outer
Arst steamer to come to New South roadstead.
Wales, paid a visit to the port In The work, estimated to  cost
1834, and by 1839 the first regular  £27,000, was of such magnitude ‘that
steamship service for passengeis and  the Government found it impractic-

18

S¥%
32 A

A well known landmark—the Wollongong
Harbour lighthouse gstands ss a seniinel
against wind swept skies.—Photo by cour-
tesy N.S.W. Government Tourist Bureau

able to secure one contract for th
complete scheme, and had to arrang
a series of smaller contracts fo
labour only, the necessary plant be
ing provided by the Government.

Work on the project commenced i
1861, but once more the continue
rapid growth of shipping and trac
made it necessary to revise the plar
which were amended twice durir
the progress of the work. In 18t
and 1866 additional sums of £80t
and £10,000 were voted by Parli
ment to increase the size of tl
basin, provide greater depth
water and’ erect elevated staiths f
loading coal into vessels.

When completed in 1868, the he
bour works provided more th.
1700 feet of Dberthing frontage
enough for about fifteen vessels
those days—with a total basin ar
of about three acres and three c«
staiths capable of handling 3000 tc
of coal per day. The official ope
ing ceremony was performed by 1
Governor, the Earl of Belmore, 2
the main harbotit works were nanx
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& Basin in honour of his wife,
uniess of Belmore.

rapid development of the coal
_trade gave the port of Wol-
g an increasing importance
economy of the State.’

1868, the year in which the
eted harbour works were
d, the annual exports of coal
own to more than 31,000 tons,
n years later had almost treb-
tp more than 92,900 tons.

srther harbour improvements in
included the erection of a Tee-
\in the outer harbour equipped
_a steam crane and rail connec-
to the lines from the local coal
es, a sea wall of masonry to
ide shelter for vessels at this
ty, and an additional coal staith
elmore Basin.

Following these improvements, the
+ of Wollongong reached the
of its growth and importance,
annual number and tonnage of
s using the port being exceeded
by those at Sydney and New-
e. The pilot station records for
year 1885 show that 1624 vessels
e cleared through the port, an
rage of 135 vessels per month.

Harbour Was Full

e interesting item in the Pilot
jon log for the 13th June, 1889,
s a picture of the volume of trade
tred at Wollongong and reads
rbour full—no more could enter
tand off signal up.”

[he feeling was growing among
sidents of the district that some
rm of local authority would be
referable to deal with the many
roblems associated with the rapid
rowth of trade and shipping at the
arbour. Following discussions con-
ucted by the mayor, the Wollon-

harbour  construction, decided to
form an enclosed harbour of 107
acres—the scheme to cost £537,000.
Due to lack of finance the project
was abandoned and a start made
with a less ambitious proposal to
build a breakwater north of the har-
bour light, but this scheme was also
dropped after about 80 yards of
breakwater had been constructed.
Some preliminary works near Pul-
pit Rock and the short length of
breakwater near the lighthouse are
the only remaining evidence of pro-
jects carried out under the super-
vision of the trust.

After a comparatively short life
of only five years, the Wollongong
Harbour Trust was dissolved in
1895, at the Commissioners’ request
and the Government once more as-
sumed control of the harbour.

A harbour lighthouse on the break- .

water was erected in 1871, and the
main Wollongong lighthouse on the
headland above the port was built
by the Commonwealth in 1937.

Port Kembla Developed

The construction of the railway
from Sydney through Wollongong to
Nowra and the gradual development
of the nearby deep-sea harbour of
Port Kembla led to the decline of
Wollongong as a commercial port.

A jetty at Red Point, Port Kembla,
was built by the Southern Coal
Company in 1887, and both the jet-
ties at this site had accommodation
for vessels of deeper draft than those
which were trading to Wollongong.
At that time no one would have
thought that the shipping point at
the site of the future Port Kembla
would develop ultimately into a

major deep-sea port which would
over-shadow the port of Wollon-
gong and take from it the coal trade
which had originally grown soO
strongly at the latter port.

Agitation continued for the provi-
sion of a safe deep-water port to
serve the southern coalfields, and in
1895 the site at Red Point was
chosen for the construction of an
artificial harbour. As the first ship-
ping facilities in this area had been
built to serve the Mount Kembla
mine, the name “Port Kembla” was
adopted and in 1898 the Port Kembla
Harbour Act was passed to authorise
the projected works.

It is of particular interest to re-
cord that the inner basin which is
about to be constructed to provide
additional sheltered berthing areas
at Port Kembla will occupy roughly

* the site which was first proposed as

far back as 1887 for the construction
of a shipping basin connected with
the port of Wollongong.

Although Port Kembla has de-
veloped to become the great indus-
trial heart of the South Coast area
and the harbour there provides faci-
lities for all the Interstate and over-
sea trade of the local industries, Wol-
longong still remains the business,
commercial and administrative cen-
tre of the Illawarra district, having
passed through the early era of
colonisation to become the third
largest city in the State of New
South Wales.

This article is reproduced in part
in “The Review” by kind permission
of the “Port of Sydney,” the journal
of The Maritime Services Board of
New South Wales.

ong Harbour Trust League was
rmed to advocate the formation of
trust to control the port and carry
ut further improvements, including

e provision of rail connection with
the main railway system and the
development of a deep water basin
in Tom Thumb Lagoon connected
ith Wollongong Harbour by a canal
ore than one mile in length.

‘Representations were made to the
overnment and in October, 1889,
e Wollongong Harbour Trust was
inaugurated by the passing of an
Act empowering the appointment of
Commissioners to control the exist-
ing harbour and to construct “a con-
enient, safe and commodious har-
bour” and to develop an extensive
dock or. basin in Tom Thumb La-
~goon connected with the Harbour.
e Commissioners held their first
in January, 1890, and after
the advice of Sir John
n eminent authority on

A contemporary artist’s impression of Wollongong published in the Illustrated Sydney
News” in October, 1887. The pler at which the sailing ships are berthed is the area

in which the fishing smacks are pictured on the front cover of “The Review.
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service and the prohibitive cost. It is generally the responsibility of
the tenants on the central spur to provide their own facilities as
_required by local authorities.

There are no publice toilets on the Department's land. However, such a
faeility is to be provided in the new Co-operative complex.

Garbage removal from each of the premises around the Harbour is the
responsibility of the lessee. Concerning the management of rubbish
generated around the Harbour primarily by visiting members of the public,
the Department has provided a facility for the storage of waste containers
in’ the north east corner of the Harbour, to be serviced by Touncil. Litter
bins at convenient points ground the Harbour have also been provided by the
Department with their servicing again being the responsibility of Council.

Examples of services to individual users, in which the Department has had
no construction role include a pump out sewerage facility for the RVCP,
telephone and power services to various tenants, and s natural gas supply
to the Fishermens Co-operative building.

APPENDIX A

3.18 HERITAGE ASPECTS

Belmore Basin is a man made construction excavated during the late 1860's
for use as a port in the coal trade. In 1868, the year the new harbour
works were opened, approximately 31 000 tons of coal passed through the
port. The Basin area has been identified as having considerable heritage
significance and has been entered in the National Trust Register and the
Register of the National Estate. Of particular significance are the Basin
walls, the historic steps cut into the Basin wall on the central spur,

the historic "slipway" adjacent to the RVCP building, and the lighthouse
(see Exhibit 1).

EXHIBITS
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Between Wind and Water

—— NEW SOUTH WALES HARBOURI——
—SYBNRY WHARVES —
—PLAN o DARLING HARBOUR AND STDNEY COVE—

- SHEWING WORKS RECONMENDED BY
—— SIR JOHW COODE—

A
INHIS REPORT DATED 28T FEB! 1883, —/,’/%3«4'

—— THE FROPEEED WORXS ARE SREWN BY RER COLOWE ——
~—— Srudetsy 13 our. —

An 1889 plan of proposed public event, steamers arriving loaded with Sydney visitors for the celebrations on «
work at Darling Harbour, bright spring day in 1868. In that year, every day at least two ships cleared the port
from recommendations by  coasters like the paddle-steamers Hunter, Kembla, Kiama, and Illalong, carrying passen
British harbours engineer gers and general cargo, as well as dairy products and other fresh produce to Sydney
. Sir John Coode, and the Just as familiar were the colliers, slower sailing vessels, increasing in frequency as coa
NSW chief engineer for ~exports tripled in the decade after the opening of Belmore Basin. Accelerating demanc
railways, John Whitton for farm produce in Sydney and new land legislation aimed at achieving close
(ML) settlement fuelled the growth of the port and investment in shipping; in the 1870s th
basin was widened with additional port facilities including a lighthouse.®
llawarra Steam Navigation Company (ISNC) steamers called twice weekly a
Wollongong. Colliers used the harbour more after the railway reached the town i
1887 and coal previously loaded at open jetties was trucked instead to Belmore Basir
Loading at the ocean jetties was often dangerous as the colliers had to be move«
during the process. The jetties were also at risk, with the Coalcliff jetty washed awa
twice in five years. A schooner wrecked on Bellambi Reef in 1885 became itself
hazard to shipping when the wreck settled in eleven fathoms of water, its masthea:
near the surface, just inside the roadstead of Wollongong-bound vessels.
Dairy farming dominated the Illawarra economy, with small farms, usually ru
; by tenant farmers, spread along the coastal fringe from Fairy Meadow to Gerringong
4 hﬁaﬁgﬁsgg‘f sygggy ms,az By 1867 there were 370 tenant farmers on Berry’s estate, and selectors in the Kangaro
Country Journal, 8 February ~ Valley sent butter on packhorses to be loaded at Broughton Creek. The Shoalhave
1873; J.E. Gallagher, 'The a5 one of the most important ports of call for ISNC steamers, but also—next onl
outports of New South Wales’, . . .
University of Newcastle, PhD 10 Wreck Bay—the site of most shipwrecks on the coast south of Sydney. Public Work
thesis, 1979, p. 79; C.W.  built wharves along the river which ships entered via the Crookhaven and the Berr
‘/Gvardme’{;arde“' Portof  (Canal, dredged constantly by the Pluto to keep it open. In 1873, however, floodwates
ollongong, Wollongong, . .
Illawarra Historical Society, washed through the sandbanks plugging the Shoalhaven, carrying the SS Coolangati
1975, pp. 36f.  into the sea. The Gerringong Steam Navigation Company had established their ow




Wollongong harbour in the
1920s from Moriarty's
1868 Belmore Basin,
looking out to Barney's
1844 harbour (NLA)
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7 Tye to Buchanan, 12 June
1925, printed in Buchanan, vol.
2 pp. 9¢; also pp. 22f.

8 Phillips, op. cit.,, pp. 41, 54f.
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Point) to 1000 feet by constructing breakwaters from Lookout Point and Munganno
Point. Asked to assess the relative merit of the designs, Buchanan reasoned that the
direction of littoral drift would be around the bay in a northerly direction and that
de Burgh’s breakwater should be built west of Munganno Point in a north-westerly
curve, with a gap at the south end for the supposed drift and to dissipate debris from
the Towamba River. Although Buchanan agreed with Burrows that likely shipping
needs would be served by this smaller scheme, he shared the view of the natural
potential of Twofold Bay and wrote:

Mr Keele’s ambitious scheme of closing in the portion of the bay between Lookout Point
and Munganno Point . . . would create a magnificent area of deep water, and nullify for
many decades the fears expressed above with regard to the smaller breakwater from
Munganno Point.

As if reluctant to see this vision fade, he sought a compromise between the common
sense of Burrows’ plan and the romance of Keele’s, by recommending that when funds
were available the former should be built in such a way as to become part of a later
construction of the Keele scheme.’

Shipping at Jervis Bay in the 1920s was negligible, an average of two small coasters
calling each week to collect timber, for which no tonnage figures were kept. Before
1914, there were four or five ships each week in Twofold Bay, but by 1924 the number
had halved, with 5000 tons of cargo including butter and farm produce, though timber
was still the major cargo. Though a much more economical port than many of those
on the north coast, the figures prepared for Buchanan included Twofold Bay among
the two-thirds of New South Wales' coastal ports operating at a loss when the cost
of maintaining berths, shipping channels, wharves, moorings and other facilities was
compared with net revenue from tonnage rates. Of the thirteen south coast ports
operating in 1925, only Moruya rated lower on this cost-benefit scale, and of those
on the far south coast, Tathra returned the highest revenue.

There was nonetheless plenty of activity at the port, though Eden was denied it
railway. Vast quantities of timber, squared where it was felled, were stacked at the
Allen Taylor wharf at Quarantine Bay, and Fisheries Beach at East Boyd, as well as a
the Snug Cove wharf, to meet the demand for railway sleepers in New South Wale
and an export trade to China. The bay was busy with smaller ships, from the laund]
Oneida, which made the regular run across the water to Bittangabee with mail arv
supplies for local residents, including those at the Green Cape lighthouse, to th
whaling fleet. Regattas were very popular and at Eden, as well as the usual majc
sailing and rowing events, a tough whaleboat race on a course of a mile from Keefe
Pinch to the end of the main wharf was a prominent event.®

Ulladulla and Illawarra

During the early 1920s most of the ports were still busy enough for postwar optimis
and indicators of recovery to outshine the bleak signs of a declining shipping trad
The prospects for development of new deep-sea ports in the broad bays of Jervis B:
and Twofold Bay were investigated in 1914, in 1924, in 1925, and again by t
Nicholson Royal Commission in 1931. Meanwhile the coastal ports kept working, wi
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blic Works continuing the high level of maintenance work necessary. The oldest
ports were those closest to Sydney: Wollongong, Shellharbour, Gerringong, and Kiama,
roclaiming their veteran status by their English-style harbours with perpendicular
blockwork walls and stone quaysides, the only such harbours built on the New South
Wales coast. The viability of these ports was under threat from the railways, and the
ISCSNC exempted them from an increase in freight charges in 1926 due to this
competition.
In the Ilawarra region Port Kembla grew apace, swallowing all the funding
_provided, while little work was done at the parent port of Wollongong, though the
 population of the town doubled between 1921 and 1933 as a by-product of the Port
_ Kembla development. The breakwater at Wollongong was kept in repair with concret-
_ing and concrete blocks, but the timber jetty deteriorated and was removed in 1925,
_ amooring dolphin with a gangway from the shore installed as a replacement. Wooden
mooring posts were replaced with iron hook-and-eye moorings set in concrete, and
two bays of the old ‘T’ jetty dismantled, further reducing maintenance costs. Some of
_ the army of unemployed people in Wollongong worked on breakwater repairs between
1932 and 1935, and in 1938 built a 100-foot stone wall to halt erosion on the northern
side of the basin.
At Kiama, the shipping of blue metal from the basalt quarries which had been taken
over by Public Works in 1911 resumed after the war. Regular maintenance kept the
wharf and the metal bins berth in good condition, until the Depression decreased the
stone trade in 1929-1932. A fond and familiar sight were the little trains running through
the town to the wharf where the SS Bombo loaded, with the SS Allowrie or the SS Eden
at the ISCSNC berth. The 1876 sea wall forming the Robertson Basin was repaired after
storm damage in 1935 and the Kiama breakwater concreted. The State Metal Quarries
were sold in 1938 as part of a general divestment of government-owned enterprises and
the blue metal berth leased to Quarries Ltd., the new owner of the Kiama basalt quarry,
with the company repairing the berth under the supervision of Public Works engineers.?
Wattlebark, timber from the district’s sawmills, and dairy products were the major
cargoes from Ulladulla in the 1920s, and a demand for shellgrit made this an increasing
export here as at Port Stephens. Mining of silica deposits at Milton began in 1918 to
produce bricks for furnace lining at BHP’s new Waratah steelworks at Newcastle. The
silica was shipped from Ulladulla until Public Works built a loading wharf at Bannister
Point in 1921. Maintenance at Ulladulla in the 1920s included repairs to the jetty and
road and removal of a substantial amount of silica from the berth, and in the 1930s

|

Ulladulla jetty, 1936
postcard (ML)
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No schoolboy work: 18405-1860s

of wharves, jetties and road and railway bridges. At Kiama a harbour
ment committee secured government funds for a public wharf, built in 1852.
rs later the community lobbied for an extension to the wharf, as in stormy
r steamers returned to Sydney without landing mail, goods, or passengers—
in fine weather the swell made it too dangerous for passengers to be landed in
boats. Sent by Public Works to survey the proposal, John Debenham pointed
at ‘the bay itself is but a slight indentation in the coastline’ and extending the
would not help, as it was too near the head of the bay. As there was a rock
tom, with up to three feet of sand and boulders on top in some places, Debenham
mmended a stone wharf within the shelter of a breakwater, using freestone
ied from the northern shore, with ‘whinstone’ from the southern side as ‘an
ellent facing’.13
Few vessels could cross the river entrance to the Shoalhaven and the flat-bottomed
%langatta was built there in 1843 to ship cedar to Sydney. The Broughton Creek
farf became the port of Berry and in 1858 the newly representative legislators in
EAssembly heard petitions for funds to clear the Shoalhaven—Crookhaven canal
uing that Monaro wool would then come to Berry. Vessels were frequently detained
ide the entrance for weeks at a time, and left their marks—mounds of sand the
gsculpted along their sides. This district was Sydney’s pantry, chief among the
ishable goods was potatoes, so delays and transhipment added to the costs while
lcing the value of the produce. The 343 Shoalhaven petitioners were encouraged
fn John Debenham arrived to survey the entrance, but he reported the most serious
facle was the tidal confluence at Horseshoe Flats. He deduced that there the forces
he currents from each river were neutralised and the sediment deposited was not
Zéred by the sluggish ebb flow. He reported two other flats in the Crookhaven
hediately above and below Greenwell Point and advised:

-Nature, in this ‘instance, cannot be induced to remedy the evils she has created . . . any
works which might be projected for the improvement of . . . the Shoalhaven would be of

2 costly and stupendous character and would be constantly met with engineering difficul-
fies, 14

harbour of Newcastle is a very dangerous one indeed

difficulties of shipping coal from the Illawarra—anticipated by Bass when he saw
oal and the cliffs there—meant that most of Sydney’s coal came from the AAC’s
castle mines. Work on the Macquarie Pier, suspended by Brisbane in 1822, was
ned in the 1830s and when Barney inspected the work in 1836 he stopped the
0f rock from Beacon Hill, pointing out that stone quarried from Nobby’s was
ing better in the causeway in rough conditions. The breakwater was still unstable
washaways frequent, and another problem was noted by naval surveyor John

BAYMGND TEERACE. HUNTER FRRL spw 800 14 wopg - f

Left: The exposed harbour
at Kiama, showing the
blowhole on the left and the
paddle-steamer Kiama,
sketched in 1858 when a
recommendation was made
for a breakwater (NLA)

Right: In 1857 Raymond
Terrace was a port
strategically located at the
Junction of the Paterson
and Williams rivers,
tributaries of the Hunter
(NLA)
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14 Petition from Shoalhaven
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786.
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temporarily opened the entrance in 1847 and ten years later the new Broulee e
petitioned parliament on the necessity and practicality of maintaining an ent
dredging. In response, Moriarty sent a surveyor in 1861 to investigate.10

Prime Wollongong butter

The farmers who followed the cedar-cutters in the [llawarra were usually poor
occupying small areas of bushland under ‘clearing leases’. They held the land 1
for seven years in return for clearing the dense rainforest vegetation. Their
came from cultivating crops of maize and vegetables, and from cattle and pig
supplied Sydney larders with butter, cheese, salt pork, and vegetables, and the f
and mills at Botany, Chippendale, and Darling Harbour with hides, bones, wh
maize.

Though the Bulli road to Sydney had improved, water transport was still «
than haulage by bullocks or horses, The ports at Shellharbour, Kiama, and Ger
had been more prominent in shipping cedar, but Wollongong became much
shipping off the Illawarra produce. Bourke visited the area in 1834 and the to
of Wollongong was laid out on land bought back from Throsby’s grant, with a P
for a breakwater enclosing a boat harbour, though this was not built. The carg
were much bigger than goods and equipment brought in so that most of th
arrived in ballast, dumped into the small bay. When Barney was designing the C
Quay scheme in 1837 he was also at work on a harbourworks design for Wollo
and work on the stone breakwater and wharf began immediately, with hund

took six years, using the diving bells and other equipment from the Quay, a
hard’ labour of convict gangs. Halfway through the Sydney Morning Herald <
progress, or perhaps mollified the impatient:

The excavation of the basin through solid and intensely hard rock was most laboric
was the damming against such a force and constant pressure of water an easy matte
no schoolboy work; nor was the laying of the foundation of the pier, nor adjust
facing with cut stone by means of the diving bell a light easy task.!

After the harbour was finished in 1844 the Illawarra became Sydney’s daii
William the Fourth its milkman, bringing butter, cheese and fresh milk in five
from Wollongong harbour to the Market Wharf. A defect in the machinery ma
paddle-wheel clatter after every few strokes and children, running from houses
the waterfront at Darling Harbour down to the wharf greeted the ‘King Billy’
chant of ‘Prime Wollongong butter, butter, butter’ as the vessel noisily churne
water running up to the wharf. Colliers made a regular run too, as Sydney’s nes
coal rose steadily with increased use of steam engines, the opening of a gas v

aged the opening of three mines in the llawarra, lack of facilities made lo.
difficult and costly. Coal trucks ran down gravity tramways from the mine sha
the escarpment to jetties such as that at Coalcliff, where there was little prote
from wind or waves for the old sailing ships used as colliers on this run.1?
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as the Hornby light to mark the extremity of the southern headland of Port Jackson,
the decision prompted by the wreck of the Dunbar.

Moriarty responded to the demands of the Chamber of Commerce that debris be
cleared from the coal channel—the main shipping lane in the harbour—by emphasis-
ing that his ‘full plan of improvement’ was needed, and that it was useless ‘to remove
a few heaps of ballast . . . unless measures are taken to prevent the sand accumulating
in other places’. He placed his ambitious plan in the grand company of the British
harbour engineers Smeaton and Telford and spoke persuasively in influential circles
such as the Royal Philosophical Society in Sydney, where he gave a paper in 1861,
republished in the Newcastle Chronicle. When local mine proprietor Alexander Brown
travelled to California and San Francisco to promote coal exports in the 1860s, he took
with him an engraving of Moriarty’s plan for Newcastle harbour, despite this being
evidence of what might be, rather than what was.!

This comprehensive plan was far more ‘costly and stupendous’ than the one that
Debenham had dismissed for the Crookhaven and Shoalhaven entrance. The young
engineer defended his plan before a Select Committee of the Legislative Assembly in
1856, pointing out that limited sheetpiling operations at ‘the flats’, the mudbanks
around the islands near Fullarton Cove, had scoured deep holes in some places and
shoaled others, twisting the river into an unnavigable bend. He emphasised that only
a comprehensive design coupled with close observation of the behaviour of the river
could improve navigation as ‘Water is such an uncertain thing that I defy any man
to tell where it will work’. The Legislative Assembly approved the plan in 1858, soon
after Moriarty was appointed the first Chief Engineer for Harbours, with E.W. Geary
succeeding him as resident engineer at Newcastle.

In 1857 the new Assembly passed a Tonnage Duties Act to defray the cost of
Moriarty’s Newcastle harbourworks, and to fund a lighthouse on Cape St George at
Jervis Bay. Although there were precedents in the other colonies, New South Wales
had not charged shipping dues since 1832, when maintenance of the Macquarie
lighthouse was funded in this way. Newcastle shippers and businesses protested
against the new impost vigorously, pointing out that funds for construction of Circular
Quay had come from general revenue.

The changes being wrought in the topography of the river as a result of Moriarty’s
plan were matched by the changes the massive harbourworks project brought socially
and economically to the region. The area behind the Queens Wharf was reclaimed
with sand from the sandhills outside the town, and in 1858 the Great Northern Railway
was extended from Maitland right to Queens Wharf, where new efficient steam cranes
were installed for coal loading. The huge labour force for the harbourworks doubled
the population of the town between 1856 and 1861 as families arrived, and businesses
developed quickly in parallel with the port facilities. Work on the Bullock Island Dyke
started in 1861 and within a year enough of the wall was built up with ballast tipped
onto the mudflats to hold sand excavated by the colony’s new ladder dredge, the
Hunter, and pumped behind the wall, and wharfage construction along the line of the
ballast wall began.?0

The future London

No other harbourworks rivalled the three Barney projects—the Quay, Wollongong
harbour and the Macquarie Pier—but northern electorates like those in the south
continued to press their claims for ports. The bar at the Tweed River entrance
frequently trapped vessels—when the Coolangatta and four other ships were held
inside in the winter of 1846, the flat-bottomed vessel, laden with cedar, attempted tc
cross out and was grounded and wrecked on the bar. In the 1850s wool bales replacec
cedar on the wharves of the Richmond and Macleay rivers, making Lismore, Casino
Kempsey and also Port Stephens rivals for wool cargoes from the New Englanc
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An innovative iron wharf

was part of Moriarty’s

redesign of Darling

Harbour, completed in 1887
(ML) 4
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rs' attempts to have the new land gazetted as a housing development Reclamation
began at Rozelle Bay and at White Bay on the opposite side of Glebe Island.
C Works took over dredging and disinfecting this area after slow progress of a
ct let in 1880, when foetid effluent from the abattoirs covered Rozelle Bay.
gmg and reclamation proceeded more efficiently when the colony’s first
épump dredge, the Neptune, was put to work. The sandpump dredge worked by
fon, drawing sand up through long pipes rather than in buckets or grabs, then
&pmg it directly onto reclamation areas. This techmque was used in Homebush
_where 500 acres of mudflats were reclaimed using fascine dykes first tested at
Stephens, and at Long Cove. Neutral Bay’s ‘insanitary shores’ were turned into
nucleus of a people’s health reserve’ by the Neptune in 1892. The dredge also
erted Careening Cove from ‘a fever plot to a miniature health imparting park
While reclamation from dredgings was an efficient and economical form of
ding, in the harbour bays reclamation itself rather than navigation was the priority,

the dredges effected a neat—and valuable—extension of the shores of the harbour,
ned by walled edges.5
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arra ports

rowing Sydney meant a growing demand for Illawarra coal; the buoyant prices
sed use of the exposed ocean jetties privately built at Coalcliff, Bulli and
nbi. After Wollongong residents petitioned the Legislative Assembly for better
les, Moriarty designed an inner basin to Barney’s 1840s harbour, with three
ading staithes and a government railway to link up with the company-built
rom Mount Keira and Mount Pleasant. Excavation began in 1861, and when
uction was completed, divers began the laborious work of clearing ballast from

m . the sandhills were grassed and fenced to r and O Blue Books 1873-1887;
ey harbour, and ‘ 8 d educe the s. PWDAR 1892/3 p. 3; SMH, 6

. June, 31 July, 14 August, 7
le opening of the new Belmore Basin, named after the governor, was a major  September 1876.




Sydrey; zccerdizgly Tlawerra was | solated excep
ses trenspors.  Wmmll sai’ing tessels brought to the settlers
supsliss 35’:’::{”:, sa_t previsioms, tez, sugar, tobacco, rum, cloth-
ing and Implsmerss, z=¢ umlcaded their cargoes as best they could at
converismt st=liers mearest ilie settlers. In exchange they loaded
cedzr z¢ ths sroduce o the lmmd, ind so it was that villages
were estzilisted :3 tresse scorring peimts. As the productivity of
the larc corssquess upcn sestlement and the resultant trade increased,
boat hzrtours wers baf % zre these villages developed into the coastal
towns of Ill=werr=.

Tll=mar~z ca-rct e mertiomsd without conjuring up thoughts  °
of the r=ave zdvertures of ixe ‘first footers' in the district, but ’
the oft =0ld shoriss c? ther are ocutside the scope of this paper.
However, soms=zioirs mis=s be sais aboat the boundaries of the Illawarra
District whi-> pow ex=st om’7 iz & g=ographical sense,

Govermor ¥segumarie in kis despatch of December 12th, 1817 to
the Home Goverrmer= ir conreeticm with the District, referred to "part
of the Ccast ¥mows ger=rally by the meme of Five Islands but called by
the matives “lammcra™ ..cvn-nw ard went on to say "between Illawarra
and Port Jarvis tiere iz arcthewr very extensive Tract of frtile Land".
However, the ierrizory of = [Ilawsrrs Distriet Council incorporated
in 184k sxtended from the ecast to the Illawarra Range from the vi-
cinity of Buiii €c Jervis B=y. Ardirew Carran's Picturesque Atlas,
published in 128€, describec the district as being "the rugged strip
of coast land extendirz fromw Cosleliff on the morth to Broughton
Creek or the souwt:”, Bromhiten Creek was the former name of Berry.
The Munizipslity, =znd lster Fhiwe, af Central Illawarra and the Mun-
jcipality of ortk Ili=zwmrr= existed for many years until those areas

neorporsted in ke City of Wollongong in 1947. It is now.gen-
erally concedsd that Illawsrrz more or less contains the area between
the Dl=varrs Bargs and the ssa from and including the amphitheatral
bight ir the wouwrtzims 3t Stsmeell Park to the northern bank of the
Shozlhaven Eirer.

| IETT OEET BEENS AT WOLLONGONG.

Set-"smers £irst o-cur—ed zt Wollongong early in the famous
Waterlco yesr 1&15, wken Ir. Chersles Throsby established a post near
the fresweter lzzoom whicz was o function as the future town water
suprly ==til she txrm <f tie ce=tury. Dr. Throsby had heard from
natives in tr= peighboorhood of 2is farm at Glenfield, near Liwerpool,
that the== w==z plety of gress znd water on the coast in the vicinity
of the "Five si=—ds¥, i1~ exzlorztory trip made by the Doctor, accom-
panied tr twe whits mer arc Two native guides, confirmed the inform-
ation. U BIs relorn i Livsrpcol, he promptly mustered a mob of

=




cattle and drove them down the mountain by the track at Bulli which
his party had cut on their earlier visit. Dr. Throsky erected a
stockyard near where St. Francis Xavier's Church now stands and a
stockman's hut close to the present junction of Smith Street with
Harbour Street. (Re-located in 1950 by B.T.Dowd, F.R.A.H.S., from
Surveyor James Meehan's Field Book No.119,) This hut became known
as 'Throsby's Hut' and, as it will be seen later, was the site of

a historically important event.

Reports of the new approach to Illawarra soon spread,
and Governor Macquarie, upon hearing of the new grazing lands, de-
cided to make the district at Five Islands available for settlement.
Upon Macquarie's instructions, a party headed by the Surveyor-Gen-
eral, Lieut. John Oxley, and his Deputy, James Meehan, set out in
June, 1816 to examine the new country and entered Illawarra appar-
ently by Throsby's track at Bulli, Meehan's Field Book provide
details of the journey and records the bearings and distances of
the traverses he made, He stated that he reached 'Mr. Throsby's
Hut' on June 19 and, in faet, he recorded its position exactly.
From thence he traversed Wollongong Head, although it was then not
named, The survey was interrupted by bad weather, but some work
to the south of 'Tem Thumb's Lagoon! was carried out, A delay
due to a shortage of previsions occurred, and as the entries in
the Field Book ended on June 28, it is presumed the party then
returned to Sydney.

Later in 1816 the Sydney Gazette of September 28 ree
ported: "Several gentlemsn have removed their cattle thither (to
Five Islands), as the neighbourhood affords good pastures: amd it
is to be anxiously hoped that the stockmen in charge of the herds
may be able to maintain friendly footing with the natives that at
present exist."

On November 27, Oxley and Meehan arrived back in the
district to continue their survey and to make out the grants that
had by now been premised by Macquarie. The prospective grantees
had been invited to meet the surveyors on December 2 "at the hut of
Mr., Throsby's Stockman" te have their grants allotted. During the
five days, 5th to 9th December, the five first and well known grants
in Illawarra were lacated for Richard Brooks, George Johnston, An-
drew Allan, David Allan, and Robert Jenkins, in that order. All
of these grants were southerly from !'Tom Thumb's Lagoon’.

Cedar was being cut on the Shoalhaven as early as
1812, and there is little doubt that, if not before, certainly not
long afterward areas in Illawarra close to shlpplng points suitable
for the small sailing vessels engaged in the trade, were being
worked , It can be well imagined that the sandy beach in Wollon-
gong Harbour was first used as a loading point for cedar. All tim-
ber on Crown lands was reserved and the taking of cedar had been
forbidden in 1802 except by the Governor's special permission. In
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later years, however, little restrzint w=ems o bave Team o

on the trade until a Govermmesn:t crder wis fmiim o Smpmet E&,
1819 stating that persons, bomd z—= fre:, Za for some Ewe X1~
egally resided in the districzs <= ;_r"" e maﬁam zmr “hhere
cutting down, sawing, and cl;:@e::me sremsmitting S-om Tnence
large quantities of cedar and ctier timder, the croperty =T ths
Crown." Persons found in possessiorn of esiar or coxmsize or
removing it from these districts were t: te Irusecutec. Eaﬂy

the following year, it was amouwrced thz=t soecifisd om
could be cut, upon applicaticz, ==d the zrmroimg of pe

During the years fmmediately J:I1low-ng, i2e z=dar
trade grew apace, and the mer whec worksc iz the _:én&*;r, zme for
employers and others on their owm zccoz=, wire gmer= 'F = preity
tough lot. They lived a 1lifz <f Wc warscler, Iz when &
stand of trees was cut out they pessed tn %tc zmoicer. As prev-
jously mentioned, some of the timzer wz: tr=—spowsed <: Spmey Iy
sea, but some was humped up tre k=nge TT the mem d e o to
bullock drawn drays., This, zf ccurse, was zefoare the adwsnt of
roads into the district, suitzbie for wieelsd vebicies. It is
generally agreed that althoug‘ tke cedz> getiers Jemxixd The counmtry
of an asset, which was not replased, they assisted I she early
stages, the conversion of Mlzwsrrs's demse forest lamts Ixto the
paddocks under crops and cultivated grzsses of I=ter y=sr=.

About 1817, Dr. Terosty had z sm=ll Icot o kis fat cattle
driven to Sydney for slaughter, ==t as = m@t % Isi=mis beef
became very celebrated". Tre place becameoverssockss, s im 1820
he had his cattle removed to Zomg Zong, m m m Throshy
Smith aiding him in the task. { broshe's oCriDEmsy
land in the vicinity of Wollompome Harbmrm mmgﬁ’ & per—
missive character, because it was mot uxtil ¥ared 182° thes Surveyor
James McBrien was instructed to merk oui I acres fow M&s Thros-
by Smith "at Mr. Throsby's old sk=tion mn &F= co=st®, Z.T . .Sxith
is reported to have said that "he mmmm%ma
a stock station belonging to *is wncle, and whem e s=w iis place
with its little boat harbour, he tad re:skaaﬁ to setil= dowo here
if he could,. At last he pizched his zemt *ere In IZ2W. on
another occasion he said "I I-czzed mys=lf “=resrcuts vl oy wife,
and four Government men (coniicts, and mmerced :les~—-g tae _znd,
in defiance of the blacks, wrz, =zt times, were disposs=r T e TEIy
troublesome, I always, howster, tresizd %tiem wizh grest <indmess
and we soon became great frisudsT.

Earlyinthe sar= yesr, Govermor MeEccuaris mefe 2 lour
of Illawarra and there is mo dowiz ths: he srtered the distrief at
Bulli by way of Throsby's 1823 track, =i %trzvellsd =z -mg what be-
came known as Cliff Road, passirg the Wmmwm




WO BTG T FCUNDZD,

In July, 13Z£, lartzin Bishop and a small detachment
of the LOth Regiment wsre sstaklished in the I1lawarra on David

Allan's property at Re< Fcizm.  The Captain was appointed Comm-
andant, Civil and Milizary, irn e Five Islands District, and
two constables were assigme: for his assistance. He was in-

structed to protect the setilers from the depredations of the
bushrangers and vagabords ¢l ewe=ry description, and besides be-
ing required to semd tc Sy—ey wder military escort all pris-
oners of the Crown at Izrg=. he ¥=s to see that no cedar was
taken from government —eserv=s =xtept by persons duly authorised,

The Sydney Jez=we o= July 5, 1826, after referring
to the appointment of lapt=“n Eishop, said :-

" We have not yet =azr< the z=me that is to be given to the
new and first settlsmez =hzt h1as ever founded to the south-
west of the Colony.”

However, the Surveyor-Zeperzl, John Oxley, used the name of Woll~
ongong in December of ihz%t rear when he reported that it was one
of the principal ports for the cedar trade in Illawarra, and this
seems to be the first ceez=‘on or which the name was used offi-
cially.,

The Militzry post w=s not long established at Red
Point when it was more comremierily located at Wollongong, the
site being where the g=ol =i cocuwrt house fronting the harbour
were built later. Tr= scifiers, who were spoken of at the time
as "lobsters" because of tr=ir red coats, lived in tents until a
party of convicts sert to Wzllemsgong, built barracks and a house
for the Commandant. The zpeming of the barracks on July 27,
1830 was the occasion of = iimmer to which the friends of the de-
tachment were invited. Txz=il the advent of the barracks, the
Commardant in his role as ¥zgistrate of the district, had held
his court in a tent znf t*= tar—=cks were used for this purpose,
as required, until the 7i== Cou~thouse was built by George Brown
in 1834,

In 1831, Jthrm arnringham established a shipyard on an
acre of land near the moai> of the Basin as it now exists, He
built a2 rumber of sailing T=ssels,

Instructicns w=r~e issued to Surveyor W. R. Govett in
Jamuary, 1829 for the mreg=ratizn of a plan of the intended town-
ship at Wollongong, z-¢ ke 1id some work in connection with it.
Surveyor Elliott carrizd o= scme further work on it in 1832/33,



SARLY ROAD COMMUNICATIONS

Severe floods in December, 1833 prompted strong

complaints in the Press early in 1834. An extract from the Syd-
ney Gazette of January 14, in 1834, reads :-

"....the present situation of the district required the imm—
ediate attention of the Government to cause the roads and
bridges to be repaired, for at present all communications with
the boat harbour have almost ceased, by any means, but entire-
ly so by the settlers' drays and carts, who are unable to con-

vey the small remains of their hard earned industry to any
market "

"Roads" was the generic name over-—generously applied to the bush
tracks of the day, and the bridges were but frail improvisationms.

A correspondent to the "Sydney Herald" on March 3rd, 1834 had
this to say :-

"

The district of Illawarra, lying within 35 miles of the
town of Sydney can now only be approached by a circuitous
route of about 70 miles, and then only on foot or horseback,
There is no public road even marked in the district or through
it - the inconvenience, annoyance and litigation this causes
to the inhabitants you can easily conceive,"

He complained that the revenue had been defrauded of more than

£100,000 for cedar taken from Government lands, and then went on:
" Had a moiety of this sum been laid out for the improve-

ment of this district.....it would have run out a pier into

the harbour and made a macadamised road to Sydney, shortening
the distance one half, " o '

In April, 1834 the Governor, Major-General Sir Richard
Bourke, visited Illawarra with a view to ascertaining "how the
district could be best opened by roads and its communication with
the Sydney market improved," He gave this explanation of the
purpose of his visit, in reply to a petition presented to him by
a goodly number o the inhabitants asking for roads and safe har-
bours in the district, The Surveyor-General, now Major (later
Lieut.-Col. Sir) Thomas Livingstone Mitchell, who accompanied the
Governor on the visit, set about implementing his instructions,
and as a result the survey of the township was completed later in
the year, Notice of the fixing of the site for the town of Woll-
ongong appeared in the Government Gazette of November 26th, 1834,
and Mr, H, F. White reported in December that he had staked out
the streets in the presence of Mr, C. T. Smith. Provision was
made in the 1834 plan of the township for a long breakwater, some-
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what eouth of andmrallel to the present main breakwater on
which the harbour lighthouse stands, but its construction did
not proceed,

Hitherto, travellers from Sydney to Illawarra came
via Campbelltown and Appin. From there they either followed a
rough bush track to Bulli, descended the Range by Throsby's
track and followed the coast to Wollongong, or went on to cross
the Cataract River and entered the district by O'Brien's Road
which passes over Mt, Nebo and comes out at Figtree, As a fur-
ther result of Bourke's visit, Mitchell planned the Mt, Keira Road
which partially followed O'Brien's Road, but provided an earlier
descent into the district by way of Mt. Keira, coming out at West
Wollongong at the Cross Roads. This road was substantially along
the route of the present Mt.Keira road, and was the main approach
to the Coast for many years. Surveys for the road from Wollong-
ong to Bulli and from Wollongong to Mimmamurra, via Dapto, were
also carried out, The Mt, Keira Road and these coastal roads
were laid out in 1835/6 with convict labour. For the reason
that a port's facilities and its access roads are complementary,
mention has been made of the early main roads of the district.

COMMUNICATION BY SEA

By the early thirties, a few farms had been estab-
lished in Illawarra, the larger holdings being worked with convict
labour. One large landholder, James Stares Spearing, was an
early petitioner for a road to serve his farm at Paulsgrove on
the slopes of Mount Keira, The crops grown in the district in-
cluded wheat, maize, oats, potatoes, onions, turnips and tobacco.
Sheep and pig raising and the production of wool and pork, though
on a small scale, was quite important to the district. Surplus
produce was taken to "the beach" in the bay at Wollongong, and
there shipped to Sydney in the small vessels ranging from 14 to 30
tons trading to the embryonic port. Although many of them came
in ballast which was emptied into the bay to its detriment, they
brought all sorts of supplies for the settlers. On the occasions
the surf was heavy, loading or unloading a ship was hazardous and
was often abandoned, In 1834, "Sophia Jane" (156 tons) which
arrived in Sydney from England in 1831, being the first steamer to
come to New South Wales, visited Wollongong. However, it was
not until 1839 that the short lived Illawarra Steam Packet Company
was formed, and its steamer "Maitland" inaugurated the first reg-
ular steamship service between Sydney and Wollongong.

Construction of the proposed breakwater provided in
the 1834 plan did not proceed, apparently for the reason that all .
the available labour was required on roads and other goverrment
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work considered as being more urgent. The newspaper "The Colonist"
on July 28th, 1836 devoted a leader to the district under the title
nThe Southern Settlements - I1lawarra" from which an extract is

quoted :=-

n"The settlement of Illawarra, which is the first we meet with
along the Coast to the southward is rapidly rising into import-
ance, and the town of Wollongong is already assuming the appear-
ance of a thriving village."

The writer considered that the proposed breakwater would rather de-
teriorate than improve the harbour, because if it were erected gales
would cause the sea to choke the harbour with sand. He suggested

an alternative :-

1A few hundred yards to the southward of the harbour there is a
pretty large lagoon which might easily be converted into an ex-
cellent wet dock and with which a permanent communication might
easily be opened up from the harbour, the water-way being pro-
tected with strong stone walls and flood gates., All that would
be requisite to effect so prodigious an improvement to the dis-
trict of Illawarra would be the labour of a few hundred convicts
for a few months...."

The large lagoon referred to was Wollongong's main source of water
until it was supplied from the Cordeaux River in 1902, The lagoon
was filled in with sand in the early nineteen thirties as an unemploy-

ment relief project.

WOLLONGONG'S FIRST HARBOUR BASIN IS BUILT,

Captain (later Lieut.Col.) George Barmey, who is remembered
for his civil engineering work in New South Wales, was instructed in
February, 1837 by Governor Bourke to carry out the harbour works at
Wollongong. A basin with a pier forming its northern side was sub-
stituted for the breakwater proposed in the 1834 plan., Later in the
year about 300 convicts, accompanied by a guard of soldiers under
Captain Plunkett were sent down to construct the basin., The convicts
were housed in a stockade which they erected on Wollongong Head, This
headland continued to be known as Stockade Point until a flagstaff was
erected thereon, when it was called Flagstaff Point or Flagstaff Hill,
and in later years Signal Hill. There is also a Flagstaff Hill at
Unanderra on which there was once a flagstaff used to relay the signals
from Wollongong. By this means the folk of the district became aware
of the shipping movements and were thus able to have their produce at
the harbour in good time for shipment.
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Work commenced on the Basin on December 18th, 1837 and a
writer in "The Sydney Monitor" of May 23rd, 1838, who had visited
Wollongong in the steamer Myilliam the Fourth", said the progress
of the work was "highly creditable to the directing officer."

He gave the dimensions of the proposed basin as 100 ft. long, 35
ft. broad, and 14 ft. deep, and explained that the larger blocks of
stone excavated from the Basin were deposited on the Pierand the
rest of the spoil tcarted by the gangs to form a marine road round
the sandy head of the bay which leads from the town to the intended
dock". Apparently, after construction commenced it was decided
to increase the dimensions of the Basin, presumably to cater for
the increasing trade of the port beyond that anticipated in the
original design. Dr. George Underwood Alley in an article con-
tributed to "The Sydney Morning Herald" of December 16th, 1841 said
nTts dimensions are, from the point of the pier to the bank of the
basin 300 feet; and from the same point across 350; the Basin
itself is 150 feet broad at its base...at high tide there will be
1L feet of water in the Basin and eight feet at low tide." 33e
measurements are consistent with those of the existing portions of
the first basin and pier. -~ The correspondent said that the firsi
stone was laid by Mr. §ronin, the Superintendent of the work, on May
23rd, 1839, and went on to say: "The pier is very neatly faced.with
cut stone and is finished in a very workmanlike manner." In re-
ferring to the work associated with the project, Dr. Alley said -

"the excavation of the basin through solid and intensely hard
rock was most laborious, nor was the damming against such a
force and constant pressure of water an easy matter; 'twas
no schoolboy work; nor was the laying of the foundation of the
pier, nor adjusting the facings with cut stone by means of the
diving bell a light or unlaborious task."

Dr. Alley prophesied :-

"Wollongong will not always remain a mere commercial entrepdt,
or port for export of agricultural produce only; it has the
means within itself of becoming a manufacturing town."

On April 9th, 1842, "The Sydney Morning Herald" reported :

"The second or outer dam, necessary to complete the excavating
of ‘the basin of Wollongong Harbour, is within a few days of
being completed, when the tide at low water will be under
command, the remaining work will be comparatively light and
not so precarious,!

A correspondent to "The Sydney Morning Herald" of November 25th,
184/, wrote :-



#The harbour at Wollongong may now be considered as completed.
The houses in the stockade have been sold by the Government ;
that occupied by Major Macpherson and subsequently by Captain
Ramsbottom was purchased by Dr. Cox for £9.15.0d, It is
intended to be transferred to an allotment at Kiama",

The work on the pier, the basin and its approaches took almost
seven years to complete and cost in the vicinity of £3500.

Mention has already been made of the Illawarra Steam Packet
Company which was formed on May li4th, 1839 and its steamer the
nMaitland". In August the same year, arrangements were made for
the formation of The General Steam Navigation Company to merge the
interests of the Illawarra Steam Packet Company and the Brisbane
Water Steam Navigation Company. The "Maitland" was replaced by
the new Company's "William the Fourth" which traded to Wollongong

for many years. This steamer was known by the residents of Sydney
and Wollongong as "King Billy" or "0ld Billy". “"Tamar", another
of the Company's steamers, was visiting Wollongong twice a we:: In- -

1841, although at this stage the Bagin was still under construction.

TLLAWARRA'S FIRST COAL MINE IS OPENED.

James Shoobert, a retired sea captain who had traded to
Wollongong prior to taking up residence in the district, opened a
coal mine at Mount Keira in 1849. The mine, the first in Illa-
warra, was about 100 feet lower than the present OsbormeWallsend
Colliery which opened in 1857, An event of historical importance
took place on August 27th, 1849 when a delivery of coal in a number
of horse drawn carts was made froth the mine to the steamer "William
the Fourth" in the Basin in Wollongong Harbour. In the Fortiss,
agriculture, though of continuing importance, commenced to give way
to the dairying industry which throughout the decades to follow was
to assume a major position in the pursuits of the district. However,
the advent of the coal industry in 1849 marked the commencement of
the dominant primary industry of northern Illawarra. Dominant, in-
deed, since the great secondary industries of the district came into
existence because of it and must co-exist with it.

TRADE AND SHIPPING INCREASES.

The Kiama Steam Navigation Company came into being in 1852
and was incorporated by Act assented to October 3rd, 1853. The
Company owned the "Kiama" which visited Wollongong. Another Company,
The Wollongong, Kiama, Shoalhaven Steam Navigation Company, owners
of the "Nora Creina" and the "Illawarra' was amalgamated with the
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i in 1857 to become in October, 1858 "The Illawarra
gi:ii g:ﬂgzgzion Company," the forerunner of the well k?OWﬁ“Ill?_
warra and South Coast Steam Navigation Company Ltd. which was in-
corporated in 1902. The passenger and freight trade, partlcu}arly
between Wollongong and Sydney was rapidly increasing in the nfl?_
ties! to the extent that a second pier was built in l§56. This
was a timber structure projecting from the southern side of the

Basin.

"By the plough and the produce of the dairy we prosper",
These words were used by Thomas Garrett in 1856 in his paper "The
I1lawarra Mercury" on the anniversary of its first birthday. His
statement is readily proved on reference to a summary of the ex-
ports for the quarter ended September 29th, 1856 published in the
paper. The predominant item was 2992 kegs of butter each 50
1bs. at 1/6d. per lb,, valued at £11,320 out of a total of £18,000.
Other items included in the summary were livestock, bacon, pork,
hides, leather, tallow, wheat, flour, bran, maize, barley, poultry,
eggs, onions and potatoes. Noticeably small were the shipments of
cedar and other timber. The cedar trade had fallen off to a mere

trickle.

SEA BATHING IN 1856.

In 1856 the columns of "The Illawarra Mercury" relate that
Edward Johnson, the licencee of the Brighton Hotel, which was sit-
uated on the corner of Cliff Road and Harbour Street, obtained a
permissive occupancy of part of Brighton Beach, which was opposite
his house, for the purpose of erecting baths "to enable the inhab-
itants and visitors to Wollongong to enjoy sea bathing, in security
and privacy." Although he was unsuccessful in forming a company to .
undertake the venture, with his own resources he built the bathing
machine " Mermaid", measuring ten feet long, five feet six inches wids,
and fitted with seats. After a brief postponement, due to inclement

weather, the machine was launched on January 5th, 1857. Johnson
claimed that his was the first bathing machine in New South Wales.
Single baths were a shilling each and children half price. The

venture was moderately successful.

While this sea-bathing venture was being developed, Samuel
Russell, the proprietor of another Wollongong hostelry in the vicinity
of the harbour, the "Royal Marine" Family Hotel, opened a list for a
public subscription to a fund of fifty pounds to be expended in improv-
ing and repairing the existing ladies' bathing-house at the Flag Staff
Point, otherwise then known as Stockade Point. Mr. Russell claimed
that ten years earlier, he had, by advertisement, circulated the name
of Wollongong as being "The Brighton of the Colony". Incidentally,
it was Governor Bourke who first likened Wollongong to Brighton.

While Russell wished Johnson's company every success, he
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suggested a number of improvements. These consisted of a hand

rail down the path leading to the place, the bathing houses to be
removed to a better place and repaired, the large stones to be
moved so as to form a barrier to break the violence of waves when
the sea was rough, and a fence all round the cliff top to prevent
persons overlooking the place. He said that the Lord Bishop of
Sydney "when stopping at his house with his amiable lady" had hon-
ored him by allowing himself to be put down as a subscriber for five

pounds.

Tenders were called for the work and some improvements were
effected early in December, 1856.

A reprint of a contribution by C.S5. to the "Sydney Morning
Herald" appeared in "The Illawarra Mercury" on December 8th, 1856.

The following extract is quoted :-

"agmong the rocks below the hill, whereon the Flagstaff has been
erected, there is a beautiful and sequestrated little cove,
well sheltered by most romantic looking rocks, from the swell
of the ocean. Two or three dressing rooms have been erected,
and at quiet hours ladies occasionally resort there to bathe.
But it is at no time safe for them to do so without first post-
ing a trustworthy sentinel upon the#p of the hill, from whence
full view of this cove is commanded and which is, at times, a
place of very public resort. Now a small strip of eye-proof
fencing would answer better than half a dozen sentinels. Add
to this something in the shape of a gate across the path, by
which the cove is approached, ard it would be one of the finest
retreats that mermaid could desire. Bathers of the sterner
sex resort to nooks among the rocks to the northward of the pier.
There are many places here where a man can either wade or swim,
according to his capacity; and a swimmer, if he has strength
and pluck enough to go among the rollers, may enjoy himself
amazingly. But a few dressing boxes are badly needed, ¥

O

After nearly one hundred years, though seldom used now, these
ladies' baths still exist. They are known as the "old Chain Baths",
so named because there was once a chain spanning the barrier built
petween the rock formations to enclose the water.

ROADS, COAL AND MAILS,

, In 1856/7 the steamers "Kiama!, "Illawarra" (150 ft. long),
and "Nora Creina" were engaged in the passenger and freight trade to
Wollongong, but there were complaints about the irregularity and want
of punctuality of the service given. Due to the prolonged un-
settled weather in the early months of 1857, the roads of the district
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wers Tperfect es at times for days on end" and the road
over Mt. Keira to Appin via Broughton's Pass was described as
wghamefully dangerous". As a result there was "frequent non-
delivery of mails and almost usual irregularity". Because of the
state of the roads, mails were forwardgd to Sydney on March 13th,
1857 by the steamer ") lawarra®. This was the first time mails

were so despatched to Sydney.

Early in April, 1857, as already mentioned, the Osborme
Wallsend Coal Mine was opened at a point about 100 ft. above James
Shoobert 's workings at Mt. Keira. Among the exports grom.Wol}-
ongong for the fortnight ended April 1lth, comprising dalry” agri-
cultural and other produce of the land, there appears the item "6
sacks Mount Keira Coal. On the 16th, the Mine Manager, William
Robson, took 33 tons to the wharf for use by the "I1lawarra", which
sailed to Sydney the following day. In September it was reported
that the steamers were using 60 tons per week and that a consider-
able quantity was being exported to Sydney. 420 tons was exported
during the fortnight ended September 12th. About this period the
ketches, "Absalom", '"Warlock", "Annie" and "Vision", some of them
engaged in the coal trade, and James Shoobert's "Elizabeth Cohen"
were visiting the port. "0ld Billy" put in an appearance in Sep-

tember.

At this stage, coal was being carted from the mine to Woll-
ongong for export and local consumption for 6/-d. per ton - household
coal was retailed at £1 per ton and blacksmith coal at 16/-d. per ton.
Occasionally, deliveries ceased due to the state of the roads, In
June, 1858 a weighbridge erected for the Kiama Steam Navigation Com-
pany came into use, when twenty carts of coal were weighed.

A SEA TRIP TO WOLLONGONG AND SOMETHING ABOUT ITS FIRST
COURT HOUSE.

C.S. contriltuted an article relating to a trip to Wollongong
and which was published in the "Illawarra Mercury" on December 8th,
1856. He said :-

" The passage down was an unusually rough one - with a nasty

sea and a stiff head wind. Never had landsman his bile pumped
more thoroughly out of him in eight short hours; and I believe
all my fellow passengers by the Illawarra were in similar condi-
tion,... Wollongong looked dull enough when we arrived for it
was a cheerless sort of afternoon. Yet there was, as usual, a
tolerable number of starers at the pier. But I never cared much
about being stared at, and even if I had been irascibly disposed
thereat, I had just then no bile to be excited...... A walk round
Wollongong is by no means a formidable undertaking, and of improve-
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ght is exhibitéd, visible for a distance of 17 miles in
weather. Red Light is shown in two sectors to warn mar-
¢ their too close approach to Five Island and Bellambi

In 1938 Australian Iron & Steel Ltd., who had acquired
Keira and Mount Pleasant Collieries, gave the Mount Pleasant
1and east of the Govermment Railway to Wollongong Council.
s the last fact to be recorded is that ships of the Illawarra
uth Coast Steam Navigation Co. Ltd, ceased calling at Wollon-

1948,

It was said in 1902 that the people of Wollongong were
| of their toy harbour, but today very few of the residents of
ity of Wollongong are even aware of the harbour virtually sit-
| in a backwater as it is, and fewer still are aware of its one
importance, Let it be remembered that the harbour and its
ns was the cradle of Wollongong.

~ And now, Mr, President, Ladies and Gentlemen, I desire
fer my appreciation and thanks to those from whom I have re-
d°the information to make this paper possible., In particular
e Mitchell Library and its staff, Mr. James Jervis, Hon. Re-

h Secretary of the Royal Australian Historical Society, Mr.

rid Musgrave, of the "Illawarra Mercury", Mr. Dudley Compton,

e "South Coast Times", Mr. F. Jolly,,an officer of the Maritime
ces Board, Mr. Edgar Beale, Mr. W. Parkinson, Mr. Arthur Leeper,
er O'Malley, Miss Galvin, and Mr. Alec Fleming.




ments I saw none. Even t@e courthouse is s@ill in the same
rascally broken down condition. ~ The direction which I rémember
having once given to this place will answer better than ever., It
was something to this effect: 'Go toward the pier - seek out the
most ricketty looking brick building in that vicinity, and when

you have found it, you will also have found the Wollongong Temple
1t

of Justice.' :

A NEW COURT HQUSE AND A GAOL.

At that time plans were in course of preparation for a
new structure, and it was decided that it should be immediately
contiguous to the existing building. Terders for the ereection
of the new building were called on February 1l6th, 1857, and there
immediately followed unfavourable comment on the plan by the Illa-
warra Mercury, the paper's view being that the proposed building
was altogether inadequate to the requirements of the distriet.
Following representations to the "proper" quarter, an improved
plan resulted. In May, the tender of William Stoddart, a;Sydney
builder, was accepted for the erection of the building for £1250,
and the work was to be completed within six months. However,
due to inclement weather the building was delayed, and it w&s not
completed until early the following year. On February ls§, 1858,
the Magistrates sat in it for the first time. The old ding
was subsequently demolished. i

for the erection of a gaol. This building was immediately east
of the Court House just built. In November, the Illawarra Mercury
reported :-

‘ "This structure is all but ready for tenanting, bugm:é

In 1859 the tender of McBeath and Bloomfield was jcepted

are happy to say no tenants are awaiting its completion..p.....
The building, if we except the bars in the windows, has almost
an elegant appearance from the front, and its situation is one
of the best in the town. There are six cells at present; but,
should an extension, unfortunately, be required, such can be
effected with facility, and without disturbing the proportion,
so far as appearances are concerned, of the present building. "

IMPROVED HARBOUR FACILITIES ARE COMMENCED,

Wollongong's coal industry though in its infancy was
making itself felt in the trade of the port, and in response to a
petition of the inhabitants to the Government for improved harbour
facilities, Sir William Denison, the then Governor-General, accom-
panied by Mr. £.0.Moriarty, the Engineer-in-Chief for Harbours and
Rivers, came to Wollongong in July, 1858 to attend to this matter.
At this time, the depth of water in the old basin was 9 ft. but due
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i ete removal of the coffer dam used in connection
:;tgh:h;nggigiruction of the basin, some of the remains of the
dam at the entrance reduced the depth to only 5'6". There were
mooring chains across the harbour mouth and‘anchorag? was unsafe.
These mooring chains were affixed to stanchions }et into the rocks
on the western side of the harbour, and the remains of these stan-
chions are still visible today. In January, 1859, plans and est-
imates for additional harbour accommodation, prepared by Mr. Mor-
jarty, were approved, and £26,892 was voted toward deepening to
10 ft. of the old basin, the formation of a new basin opening into
the existing one, and the formation of a breakwater for the protec-
tion of the outer roadstead. The new basin was to be 300 ft.long,
102 ft. wide, and 10 ft. deep at low tide, and the stone excavated
used for the formation of a breakwater. 'Works of this character
and magnitude were somewhat new to the Colony" and though tenders
were invited twice, on the first occasion in December 1860, no sat-
isfactory offer was obtained, As the Government could not get the
work done under one contract, it reluctantly had recourse to a
system of smaller contracts for labour only, the Government provid-
ing the necessary plant. Work on the project commenced in August,
1861 when the steamer "Kembla" brought down the necessary plant.

A TRAMROAD FROM MOUNT KSIRA TO THE BASIN.

-

Following the death in 1859 of Henry Osborne, the pro-
prietor of the Osborne Wallsend Coal Mines, the property was leased
to Messrs. William Robson, Thomas William Jackson, dJohn Nixon and
Andrew Tulip, who adopted the firm name of Robson & Co. These
gentlemen constructed a tramway, 21 miles in length from the mines
to a point 12 chains from the Wollongong-Fairy Meadow Road. The
coal was tipped at its terminus and contractors carted it to the
wharf for 2/-d, per ton. The tramway was opened on November 8th,

1859.

The partners desired to extend their tramway to the Basin,
and as they could not obtain a lease of the lands over which the
line would pass, satisfactory to themselves, they sought Parliament-
ary authority to construct the line. On the grounds that the com-
pletion of the tramroad was considered to be of great public benefit
in promoting the supply of coal for local and general consumption,
"The Mount Keira Tramroad Act of 1860" was passed (assented to on
May 23rd, 1860).

The Act authorised the construction of the line, one chain
wide and of 3'8" gauge, from the mines to its termination at the Gov-
ernment road (later known as Cliff Road), at a point L% chains north-
west of Harbour Street, nearby to where the Brighton Hotel stood.

The line was authorised to pass through the lands of the late Henry
Osborne, the Mount Keira Estate, Andrew Thompson, and Bustle Farm

~15=




WORK ON THE NEW BASIN PROGRESSES.

During the progress of the harbour wo?ks, it became
apparent that the original plans would prove inadequate "so
rapid and wholly unprecedented had been the growth of th§ trade
of the district, particularly the coal trade." Accordingly,
the Government had to broaden its ideas of the port's require-
ments to meet the expansion in ?rade. ~ In 1869, Parliament
voted an additional £5,000 for increasing the size of the Basin
from 300 ft. by 102 ft., to 455 ft. by 1?3 ft., and.£3,000 for
the construction of three high level staiths and railway connec-
tions from the staiths to the lines of the Mount Keira and Mount
Pleasant Coal Mines. The staiths were platforms on the bank ad-
jacent to the basin, elevated so as to empty the contents of the
coal hoppers by means of chutes into the ships' holds. Because
of the exclusion of vessels from the old basin during the excava-
tion of the new basin, temporary wharf accommodation had to be
provided in the form of a timber jetty 550 ft. in length. Hith-
erto, coal had been sent to Sydney in small vessels for purposes
of transhipment to foreign ports, and to meet the berthing re-
quirements of larger ships having deeper draught, Parliament was
asked, in 1866, for £10,000 for deepening the basin to 18 ft.
However, the inner basin only was deepened to 18 ft. and the other
pbasin to 14 ft. at low water or spring tides. There is in exist-
ence an excellent photograph of the basin in construction, showing

the coffer dam in position.

When completed in 1868, there were three staiths capable
of loading 3000 tons of coal per day and there was 1748 feet of
wharf frontage "enough for about 15 vessels", and the area of the

two basins 3 acres.

COUNTESS OF BELMORE NAMES THE BASIN,

After taking seven years to construct at a cost of £44,892
the new basin was opened on Tuesday, 6th October, 1868, and this
was one of the great events in the history of Wollongong. A
special reporter for the "Sydney Morning Herald" emphasised that -
"Three great events - the Governor's visit, the Races, and the
opening of the harbour coming together, created a most unusual
commotion in the picturesque little town of Wollongong. The
streets were thronged with visitors from the country and the pub-
lic houses hung out signals of festivity in the shape of many-
coloured banners",

On Monday, in the afternoon, His Excellency the Right Hon-
ourable Somerset Richard Lowry-Corry, Earl of Belmore, accompanied
by the Countess of Belmore, Commodore Lambert, Mrs. Lambert, and
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were met at the foot of Plunkett!s Hill with a
mg;fgfgzﬁestﬁws who escorted che party to Qv.‘zeen's Hotel
in Market Square. The Vice Regal Party had t?avellea.ove:"land
and the meeting place, Plunkett's Hlll,_today is the hill in Corr-
jmal on which the Church of St. Columbkille's stands, on tk}e west-
ern side of Princes Highway with the cemetery and the Public School

| on the opposite sids.

About 10 o'clock in the evening, the Government steamer
nThetis" arrived with other important persons, inc]..uding Hon.games
Byrnes, Minister for Works; Mr, E.O.Moriarty, Eng}neer.in Chlef‘
of Harbours and Rivers; Mr., J. Whitton, Engineer in Chief of Rail-
ways; and Mr. Bennett, Engineer of Roads. The Steamer "Hunter"
arrived from Sydney about 5 a.m. on the morning of the great day
mwyith a multitude of visitors". The other vessels in port on the
occasion were "Chr,George", "Comet", Uncle Tom", "Rebecca",  "Little
Pet", "Spray", "Nowra", "Hirondelle", "Lurline" and "Lady of the

Lake",

The official party embarked on the Thetis and the Hunter -
took on as many passengers as could be carried, The two vessels
steamed half a mile or so toward the Five Islands, then returned
to the Basin, Thetis glided to her berth and Lady Belmore named
the basin "Belmore Basin" by breaking a bottle of champagne on the
bow of the ship. A luncheon followed at the Brighton Hotel with
Mr. Charles Throsby Smith, Mayor of Wollongong, as Chairman.
Speeches were indulged in and after the function the Vice Regal
party set off by road for Kiama. On the following day, the 7th,
the Governor returned to Wollongong and held a levee at the Queen's
Hotel. ~

Although the Basin was officially opened on October 6th,
1868, it was in use somewhat prior to this. Robert Houslar, the
Officer in Charge of Wollongong Pilot Station at the time made
this laconic entry in his Journal on the day of the historic event
~ "New Harbour opened by the Thetis",

Races were held on the three days, Tuesday, Wednesday and
Thursday, on a course near Tom Thumb Lagoon, and very little work
could have been done in Wollongong during the festivities because
the coal ships did not commence to leave until the races were over,
The winners may be ascertained on reference to the files of the
"Sydney Morning Herald",

some idea of the volume of trade passing through the Port about
this time. In 1867, coal exports, exclusive of bunker coal,
amounted to 23,538 tons, but in 1868, the year in which the new

? It is worth while now to look at a few figures to gain
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~ to provide a group triple flashing light, operated and 1it with
electricity. The flashing light went into operation on October

ed, the tonnage advanced to 31,443, Ten
ha'b°“§;::§k”i§3§§7§fe€he’tonnage had all but trebled to 92,546,
gﬁiﬁ:g the six months to October, 1868, an average of 68 vessels
were cleared each month, or 17 ?eekly, and @uylng the later three
months 29 different ships made in all 199 visits, The steémgrs,
Hunter, Kembla, Kiama and Illalong were the most frequent visitors
in thaé order, and the remainder of the ships were mgstly schooners
and ketches., At this time, the steamers.wgre ca@erlng for ?he
passenger and general trade, while the sailing ships were mainly

engaged in carrying coal.

THE BREAKWATZR LIGHT IN WOLLONGONG HARBOUR.

One wonders what navigational aids were installed
for use in connection with the first basin. Presumably a lamp
affixed to the top of a standard erected on the point of the pier
served the purpose. Be that as it may, late in 1871, it was re-
ported that the new lighthouse erected on the extremity of the
breakwater had just been completed, and would be lighted in a few
weeks., The tower, which is 42 feet high, was described as hav-
ing been designed by E.O.Moriarty, Engineer in Chief for Harbours
and Rivers, and to have been constructed of " boiler plate by
Joseph Mathers, of Sydney, under the direction and supervision of
F.T.Rose, of the Harbours and Rivers Department. :

The illuminating apparatus manufactured by Chance
Brothers & Co., of Birmingham, England, in 1870, was originally
lit by acetylene gas and showed a fixed light "visible from the
deck of a steamer about 12 miles" (officially 10 nautical miles
in clear weather). In 1916 the lighting apparatus was altered

lst, 1916,

THE FIRST COKE MADE IN ILLAWARRA.

For many years in the coal industry, the slack or
fines were unsaleable and great mounds of it accumulated at the
mines. Fires caused by spontaneous combustion coked some of
it, Patrick Lahiff, a colourful figure in the history of Woll-
ongong in that among his achievements he built St. Michael's
Church, opened Mount Pleasant Colliery, and was one of the con-
tractors for the construction of the second Basin, is credited
with having discovered the coking quality of the Mount Pleasant
coal., He erected two beehive ovens near the sloping and broken
land midway between the north-eastern end of the Basin and Pulpit
Rock, :
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It is reported that the "Lady ImmaT {122 toms) arrived
on February 18th, 1876 and sailed om 22nd, s=rrring in her cargo
10 tons of coke - the first coke rzmafertures and emvt ed from
Wollongong. In 1877 small shipmerts wsre ==de 1S ’f{g‘iz)cum,.and
in the following year & total of L. tens was sxperied. During
the existence of the ovens, their cwmership twice changed hands
and four additional ovens were built. The _sase of the lands
on which the ovens were built expired cm Decamber 31st, 1890, and
they were demolished in 1892. Trese cvens nad orly been mod-
erately successful, but they were the fcrerwmers of ihe great coks
making industry which was shortly to te eskaXlisrad In T1lawarra.

STILL MORE HARBOUR IMFoCVaMERTS.

To meet the growing traffic oI the ~ors, additional
wharf accommodation and cargo henc ins zear vas crovided in 1880
by the erection of the well rememberec Tee- =uiy, which was equipped
with a crane operated by a steam winck znd T=rticzl boiler. The
erane column was mounted on a subsiantiz]l ecccrets base. Constructed
of heavy timbers, the jetty commenced from = point between the basin
and the breakwater, and ran in a westerly ¢irection. A railway conn-
ected to the existing rail system, ran zlorg the south-eastern side
of the basin, at wharf level. By mez=s of 2z triangle, the apex
of which was near where the coke ovens were, comrection was made to
serve the north-western side of the besin an® the Tee-Jetty. Be-
cause of the proximity to the sea of tie raiay serving the Jetiy
and to provide protection to the btesin, 2 mesonry sea wzll was con-
structed. A stone in the wall bezrs tae irscrirtion "Erected 1881"
which is now barely legible. The wall is twelwe feet high, and
runs from near the commencement of the trezimater tc the cliff for-
mation just beyond where the coke ovens were. i rubble embankment
four feet high once connected the w=ll with Poipit Rock.,  Another
12 foot wall was built between Pulpit Hock zxd ke base of the
cliff. The two twelve foot walls still st=—d zni are in good con-
dition, but all that remains of the Tee Jetir iz the concrete crane
base ard column, providing a resting pizce fir the ever present sea-
gulls, "Old Pioneer", a comtribufor =2 thes Illzwarrs Mercury, said
in 1923 that the Tee-Jetty was in ruirs, ar< zc Zzubht 1t was after-
wards demolished in the interests of puilic =i=t7.

By 1885, besides the three =zaiths erected during the
development of Belmore Basin, there was erecied = fourth staith in
line with the others and toward the hezd of the tasin, and a high
level staith for the coaling of the Ill=wzrw: Suzam Havigation Com-
pany's steamers at their wharf on the soutk-westsrn side of the
mouth of the basin. Besides this, z workshop, store, and two steam
cranes on the north-eastern side of the basiz k=3 been erected.

The Customs House of the Port was :srizizally a small
=20~



Street, but when the lermrumert ¢ Justite noved in 1885 to the
} in Mere=t ZETeet, e 113 Czurt House became the
new Court House Ir = -
sidence o ire ustars OfZicer. The small weather-

fice am reEsIlenils ) ‘ - ‘ . -
gf rd building ¥=S OVEC T ie rear of e old Court House and
: kKitchen, wito Tre mciTiom 27 = coizmey, It is of
made into a xitcosm, s P s oegoma
interest to mots trnz=t ins Tostams Of fiosr 2= #oZliongong, whose
srevemive M cer, »3d comtrol of matters re- -

weatherboard building or Zrizwtor Lmam zt the foot of Harbour

official titie w=s » : ad ‘
X to trzde anc cusiIms ot ozly =T Wel smgeng, but at ,

lating : S " Bulli

Bellambi, where trere wsm TRT Jetiies, =md latsr 2t Port Ke b1

where there were 2i=¢ tw Iz tefzzs It was developed as a

port. He had zssisterTs =z _=mbi z=d Fort Zembla, and an

erstwhile officsr, =. Frits, =i et T2 csTtain emount of digmity

) PR zzirisirmes ir <rde mmall though very conserv-

of office had t

i |
;

-
T

ative town" (Woilc:

E
Y
"

TE PCRT ATUEC TS THT OSAY OT ITS [MTGRTANCE,

By - vk

Follewins the Imrrovems——s e sckad by 1285, the Port
commeneed to reack ihe Damik 7 i%s imprehamee wien the tormage
and rumber of siips clez~ed ~roms it vas zxceeded only at Syd~-
ney and Kewcastle. 4 crmestmior 3f £+= tpede bassing through
the Port is gzzimed from == =-=lw="3 m=c= the Pilot Station's
records for the yesr IS57 %-:t 2: tipees F=zrs before the openi
of the railway - Sytmey <rroorh - 4ol mzerms om October 3rd, 1888,
During the yezr endsd 3- = Decomiver | 1333, o less than 1624 vessels
aggregating 2 regisisrec Zorr=zge =7 3C£_2iT =nd having a carrying
capacity of considersbly more the- ta=z, were clieared through the
Port. This repressnts = zr=rag= of 135 wessels per month or 31
per week. The averzge ~ez®=meres torr=ge of these vessels works
out at 25,520 per —cmth -r I35 TET wese, “he import of merchan-
dise and the export of - Estrizi's rrodmes wes very considerable,
and, in additiom, it is ~ewesTed that corims the year under review
cargoes of ccal toizlled 147 553 wans, =xxBusive of bunker coal
particulars of whicr are mo- IFaE_sble., A& substantial part of
Sydney's butter surzly tmme “rom she ¥Wc lomgong District s the aver-

: —==° W=TS FT=n fizter, During March
of that y=ar, ; meoratives, 4D different ships, 19 of
which were seilin- 7 . ==0e 125 vosizs to the Port, that is 125
by steamships zrd i7 Er =27, The recisztared tonnage of these
vessels totalled 22 452 =gr=z ang “esice the zereral irward and out-
ward trads the CErst ccz. I Ted was 1,792 fors. Twenty years
after the Basi= wez opered ., Ioowz: saling ships were still very
much in evidence, trape vos : nemiceaIls deslire in their number
and tonnzge, compared w-x “fe stzmers visttirs the Port,
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21st, 1887, all came in ships.
each of 239 tons, registered,

A SHADON OF COMING EVENTS,

Post and Telegraph
The ballast broug

railway construction, in-

which was
The

bringing a couple of railway

On February 27th, 1883,
(1imited) opened its jetty at Red
known), which was connected by

bla.
railway, also provided for a line

to the Red Point line;  however,

In 1887, the
Limited also opened a jetty

When the Government
conmected to it.
_able of providing accommodatio
were visiting Wollongong.

Mount Kembla Coal and Oil Company
Point (as Port Kembla was then
railway to its mine near Mount Kem-
The 1881 Act, which authorised the Company to construct its
to Wollongong Harbour connected
this latter line was not built.

Southern Coal Company of New South Wales
at Red Point which was served by a
railway connected to the main Goverrment line near Unanderra.
line opened, the Mount
Tt is to be noted that both jetties were cap-
n for ships larger than those which

Kembla railway was also

AN INNER HARBOUR IN TOM THUMB LAGOON IS PROPOSED,

In 1887, William Wiley,
a few persons to meet him to discuss

ing, the Wollongong Harbour
League advocated connecting
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the Mayor of Wollongong, invited

a scheme which he had form-
Arising out of the meet-
The

ted with the Harbour,




e éing the affairs of the Port under the control of a Harbour
st Early in the following year, when the Committee of the
Trust. were developing their plans, a correspondent to the Wollon-

Laaguir s questioned the wisdom of extending the proposed canal
%;zsmilﬁz long) to so great a distance as Tom Thumb Lagoon, and
sted that dues at 1/- per ton on the outputs of Mount Keira
:ggg;ount Pleasant would be insufficient to pay for maintenance.
The League went on with its plans, and at a meeting of the Com-
mittee on March 3rd, 1889 prepared a memorial to the Colonial Sec-
retary, Hon. Sir Henry Parkes, am extract from which is quoted :-

nThe growth and expansion of the increasing mineral
trade of Illawarra is hindered and retarded by reason of the
amall space and limited depth of Belmore Basin ard Wollongong
Harbour, which is consequently filled and dangerously over-
crowded with vessels ard steamers of too large a size and
tonnage for the limited area of the Port. "

To lend point to the foregoing, the Pilot Station record contains
the entry on June 13th, 1889 :

"Harbour full - no more could enter - stand off signals up."

THE WOLLONGONG HARBOUR TRUST,

The Wollongong Harbour Trust Act became law on October
lst, 1889, and the event was celebrated by a banquet to the Min-
istry. The Act empowered commissioners to be appointed to construct
a convenient, safe and commodious harbour and to develop an extensive
dock or basin in Tom Thumb Lagoon connected with the Harbour. Com~
missioners comprising the representatives of the shipowners, colliery
owners, merchants and traders, the Municipality and the Govermment,
met for the first time on Jamuary 3rd, 1890,

In the meantime, the Illawarra Railway, which had been
operating in two sections - Sydney to Waterfall and South Clifton

(now Scarborough) to Wollongong - became continuous upon the opening
of the Clifton (Scarborough) Tunnel on October 3rd, 1888, The poten-
tial benefits created by the advent of the railway were not at first
fully appreciated by the people of Illawarra nor by the Govermnment of
the day, as they seem to have visualised the railway mainly as an ad-
Junct to the Port. The steps taken by the Goverrnment to connect the
line with the Harbour seem to support this view, their intention being
to transport the output of the Southern coal fields to the Harbour to
meet the growing overseas export trade., In anticipation of acquiring
that portion of the Mount Keira Railway east of the main line to the
Harbour, the Goverrnment resumed on September 20th, 1889 the land on
which to build a triangular junction of the Mount Keira Railway with
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which Charles Throsby Smith had vested in a Trust, Furthermnre, ‘
it was permitted that the line should pass over the Bulli Road,
Keira Street and Corrimal Street, Bulli Road was the later

name of the Wollongong-Fairy Meadow Road, and the point of cross-
ing was nearby to where the Albert Memorial Hospital was opened

on September 27th, 1864.  Flinders Street is now the name of
this part of the Princes Highway. It is of interest to mention
that the extensions of Church and Kembla Streets through Charles
Throsby Smith's lands, where they intersect the tramroad, had not
then been carried out and Wilson Street had not been formed. In
May 1861, the tramroad was opened and the coal was conveyed along
it in horse drawn vehicles. The gauge of the line though author-
ised as 3'8" was built as 383", and widened in the following year

to standard gauge, viz. 4'83".

ANOTHER TRAMROAD FROM MOUNT PLEASANT TO THE BASIN.

In 1862, James Byrnes (later Hon, James - Minister for
Public Works in the second and third Martin Ministries) and his
brother, William Byrnes, Sydney Merchants, who were the owners of
the Mount Pleasant Coal Mines, sought and obtained parliamentary
authority to construct a tramroad. Under the provisions of the
Mount Pleasant Tramroad Act of 1862, they were authorised to con-
struct a tramroad, one chain wide from the north-eastern correr
of Charles Throsby Smith's grant, thence running a distance of
about a half mile (46 chains) in a southerly direction along the
Government road and reserve on the sea coast to the intersection
of the line with the tramroad from Mount Keira. Nowadays this
location is from Stuart Park where Blackett Street joins Cliff
Road, to Brighton Lawn, almost in front of where the Brighton
Hotel stood. The Act was assented to on 17th December, 1862 and
provided for a 3'8" track and required the tramroad to be construc-
ted and brought into use within a year of the passing of the Act.
The gauge of the track built was 3'83",

From the description of the line covered by the Act, it
would appear that the Byrnes Brothers had arranged by private
treaty occupancy of the lands over which the tramroad passed from
the Mount Pleasant Mines through to the north-eastern corner of
Charles Throsby Smith's grant, Part of the line ran through
what is now known as Stuart Park, which became public property on
September 29th, 1885, Like the Mount Keira tramroad, coal was
;c_‘)m{eyed on the Mount Pleasant line, at first, in horse drawn ve-

icles.

'The Mount Keira and Mount Pleasant tramroads were later
cognected tothe rail system provided in the Harbour development
scheme,
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Whilst the Act enabling the purchase'for £7,500
part of Mount Keira line did ngt come into force
st, 1890, the junction with the main line had been
on Aprii 10th., It was said that no t?alns ever ran from

main line to the Harbour, and no doubt this meant that no Gov-
ig;.gn trains used the line. Coal from Mount Keira continued

be ;auled over the line, and photographs show coal hopper of
E;. Southern Coal Company at the Harbour where they had arrived
after agwitching from the main line to the Harbour by means of the

junstion.

A GREAT PROJECT FAILS

Returning to the affairs of the Harbour Trust, the
influence of the Commissioners who had‘shipping.experience is
discerned in the Trust's decision to discard quite early the.plan
for a basin in Tom Thumb Lagoon, and to seek the advice of Sir
John Goode, C.E., an authority on harbour construction who had
visited Wollongong in 1885. When the new plans crystallised,
the Trust propesed to form, by means of two breakwaters, a harbour
enclosing an area of 107 acres at low water, north of Wollongong
Head. The eastern breakwater was to run north from Pulpit Road
and the northern one, in a nearly south-easterly direction from
just south of Para Creek (now Fairy Creek). Substantial reclama-
tion work was intended to provide access areas for three jetties
parallel to each breakwater. Some evidence remains today of the
gtart made of the northern breakwater nearby to Pulpit Rock. The
project was estimated to cost £537,000. However, as finance was
not forthcoming, it had to be abandoned, Early in 1893 work
commenced on the more modest proposal of building a breakwater
yunning north of the Breakwater Light, but this work, after a por-
tion had been built, was also abandoned, This short breakwater, of
which about 80 yards remains, seems to be the only morument to the
short lived Wollongong Harbour Trust, which was dissolved later in
1895 at the request of the Commissioners. The control of the
Port reverted to the Goverrment.

THE HARBOUR _FORTIFICATIONS

The Port of Wollongong shared with Sydney and Newcastle
the importance of warranting fortification, and probably as early
as the first Basin was built in the 'forties' guns of Waterloo vint-
age were mounted on Signal Hill. During a decade about the turn
of the century, one of these guns was used as a one o'clock gun.
Later, and until recently, it stood in front of the Town Hall. A
picture of Wollongong Harbour published in the "Town and Country
Journal" on February 2nd, 1873 shows these guns in position on the
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. ilot's Residsmce arnd the Flagzstz"7, ) In July,

s ﬁﬁzﬁlﬁ (lél{-) tors b:":u;gfm\ Thres Fie rag of omce
13?9;1;; : ng. It is probakble ==t Tiese were Toe mzzle load-
% izg pons;;ders facing north, beﬁ*afein_g iz;e :’;_.QE: s :-?adgnc? and
the Flagstaff, on the 1885 p}azz of w?%fgfﬁi_i‘*m fre } by
Commander Howard, R.N. It is thought tzat these ire kaepa’gmeds o
1861 vintage, now lying on the grzss ir froc: of se Zouse on the
Hill, which was the headquarters o the officer iz cherge of the
for&iﬁcations at Cliff Road a:? 82 :mzz:*lfz - I= 185 2 zun pit
45 ft. in diameter, together with a:s;e-vc turrel, =4 ::ﬁamk.sers for -
amgmunition, stores and quarter; f:r_‘ the zun crew, vere btuilt on
S8ignal Hill. A then most mo:e;-::_:? czf.ect..v.ca::::g, sneumstic
disappearing swivel gun was motmTes In =i EIt. The zccess was
bricked up and the pit filled in d=—ing 235C,

"

3

Not only was the pcrt :‘:rt,i;‘ied,”.mt ;: =5 alm
provided with a station and egciipm=rt for 2 Zfe-Izvims Rocket
Brigade. The Station was estzblisred tetween the Filot's reg-

.

idence and the Battery Headquarters, am? sti extstg.

SOME SHIFFING MISEIPS

~ The Port was not withocos its shirping wiskaps, The
brig "Agnes" (104 tons) was wrecks< on the breskwe-ar @ March 10th,
1877. On November, 1890 the keter "Magsie® (37 tms) went on the
rocks on the western side of the Berbour, amd was :camdoned to the
underwriters. Due to the effects cf a teavy gale ind the sea-range
in the Basin, described as "something terrific®, tre steam collier
"Mt. Kembla" (449 tons) was sunic =t her moorings t: sawe her, on
February 3rd, 1895, During the seme ¥ezr, and wizhim z few months
of each other, the schooners "Jane: Price® amd ®irie Rown ran on
the stones on the point of the breziwater, but were szccessfully
floated off,

THE PORT OF WOLLONGONG DIZS :1%5 PFCET K=M3la = =y

The popularity of *=e Zzilwsy grew besuse i+ provided
& means of transport quicker ard mcre dirsct than =y 23, ard a
portent of the waning importancs of the Zarbeop w=: incicated in the
announcement in 1895 that the Tl=wzrra Steamship :nd E=vigation
Company would cease to convey ressergers znd would carry freight
only, Moreover, building activities werme m=ving awzy from the
Harbour in the direction of the Rai’way, In 18%3, 4irchibald Camp-
bell, M.L.A., the Member for the distriet, scught Zrom the Customs
Officer statistics relative to the stties under s control for a

“w

deputation whichws to wait on the Fremisr ars Tressurer, George H,
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